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Riga, the capital of Latvia, is located along the coast of the 
Gulf of Riga and at the mouth of the Daugava River. Officially 
founded in 1201, the City developed into one of the Baltic 
region’s major trade hubs as a member of the Hanseatic 
League before becoming part of the Swedish and then 
Russian Empires and then finally becoming Latvia’s capital in 
1918. It is the largest city in Latvia, home to over a third of 
the country’s population. It is also the largest city in the Baltic 
States and one of the region’s major economic and financial 
centers. Riga is home to the largest covered market in Europe. 

Riga is a strong center of Latvian industry with over 50% of 
Latvian industry stationed in the City. Food and furniture 
production are two of the city’s main industries, with trade, 
transport and logistics being the largest sectors of the 
economy. Riga is a center for study, with over 77,000 students 
living in the city. Many inhabitants are bi- or trilingual, 
speaking Russian and Latvian. A large portion of the historic 
center of Riga is a UNESCO World Heritage site with 438 
hectres and 1,574 hectres of buffer zone. The City Council has 
made necessary regulations to preserve its historic center. 

The territorial division of the City of Riga includes 6 districts 
and suburbs, 3 executive boards, and 58 localities. The City 
defines the following as its three main development pillars; 

• Society: An opportunity to educate, grow, find oneself, 
and be relevant;

• Economy: An opportunity to gain income, provide oneself 
and the family, basis of the social system: and

• Urban environment: An opportunity to live in a convenient, 
safe, and healthy environment.

City description

Facts & Figures

Riga, Latvia

World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development

EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy

Project city profile



Riga was one of the first capitals to sign the Covenant of Mayors in 
2008. Through cooperation with other cities in the implementation 
of a number of energy efficiency projects, Riga is able to introduce 
innovative, environmentally friendly technologies that add to the 
comfort of its citizens. 

Under the new initiative of the European Commission on 
the European Innovation Partnership on Smart Cities and 
Communities, Riga has set the goal of achieving smart city status. 
One of Riga’s main goals by 2030 is to be, “compact, resource-
saving, and smart.” Among Riga’s smart city initiatives is the “Riga 
Smart City Sustainable Energy Action Plan for 2014-2020” (SEAP). 
This Plan was developed and approved by City Council in light of 
its commitments as a signatory of the Covenant of Mayors. The 
SEAP outlines a plan to reduce Riga’s CO2 emissions by 60% by 
2020 compared to 1990 levels. Riga intends to achieve this goal 
through developing sustainable energy supplies and an emission-
free transportation system, along with providing smart ICT for 
planning and implementing measures.

Riga also hopes to reduce its CO2 emissions though their district 
heating system, which accounts for 76% of the total heat energy 
consumption in the city. Riga has developed advanced technology, 
including biomass plants, to integrate sustainable district heating.

Riga has also prioritized high technology and environmentally 
friendly waste management. Riga has introduced 16 lighthouse 
projects and has prioritized smart districts investment priorities. 
Riga hopes to begin sustainable renovation on multi-apartment 
concrete buildings to maximize efficiency and provide better 
housing for residents. 

Public transportation in Riga
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Riga has placed a high priority in integrating and modernizing their 
public transportation sytem. In a 2013 European Commission 
survey, Riga was ranked 4th in the EU for resident satisfaction with 
public transportation. Their goal is to provide accessible, safe, and 
sustainable public transportation. In recent years, Riga Saktiksme, 
the public transportation company run by the local government, 
has emphasized retrofitting and upgrading the infrastructure 
by introducing new, low grade trams. The current system, as of 
November 2015, has 10% low grade trams. Riga Sakitsme has 
already procured new low grade trams and hopes to steadily 
increase this percentage. 

Riga Saktiksme is introducing numerous technologically advanced 
programs into the existing public transportation infrastructure. 
New trams and buses have advanced communication units, GPS 
tracking, video monitoring, digital displays for passengers, and 
systems to account for passenger flow. To attract more passengers, 
Riga Saktiksme’s goal is to have free and fast Wi-Fi available to all 
passengers within the coming years.
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E-Talons, public transportation card
Riga City Council has integrated E-Talons, a 
multifunctional card used for payments in public 
transportation and for access to special services and 
benefits. The card is easy to scan on any tram, bus, or 
train and has over 450 ticket retailer points.  E-Talons 
reports an 81% user satisfaction rate. Registered 
students and citizens can also access social services 
with the card, including reduced or free school 
lunches, free public transportation for the low-income 
and elderly, and other benefits. Riga is allowing other 
discounts and bonuses for users and integrating it 
with surrounding car-park areas.

Thematic areas and goals 

Delegates from the City of Kitakyushu study the wood chip sorter 
during a visit to Riga‘s district energy biomass plant

E-Talons ecard reader on a tram in Riga

Tomatoes growing at Eko Getlini‘s on site greenhouse

Sustainable waste management
The company Eko Getlini is responsible for the 
ecological collection, sorting, and waste management 
for the majority of the City of Riga. Eko Getlini is not 
only running the largest landfill in the Baltic Sea region, 
it is the largest producer of green energy in Latvia. 
Collected waste is deposited in environmentally safe 
biodegradable cells, which cannot be penetrated by 
either air or rainwater. The landfill gas, which forms 
in these cells, is routed to the power unit, incinerated, 
and transformed into energy. All wastewater is 
collected and purified. As a result, 57% of the biomass 
in Latvia is produced at Eko Getlini. At the site, Eko 
Getlini has pastures for ranging local sheep and a 
large greenhouse producing 165 tonnes of tomatoes. 
For more information, visit their website: http://www.

In addition to the above mentioned public 
transportation advancements, the City of Riga is 
developing infrastructure and programs to empower 
citizens of various ages to build a sustainable and 
active community. The goal is to keep the city compact 
and avoid urban sprawl. It has progressed with speed, 
notably with numerous city departments in improving 
smart mobility and introducing “e-services” for 
citizens. Riga is looking for practical solutions required 
to adapt and accelerate local government initiatives in 
order to achieve social and demographic sustainability 
targets. Riga has made numerous efforts to preserve 
its compact city center, especially its historic UNESCO 
World Heritage sites. 

Compact city development



More information available at japan.world-cities.eu/

The historic center of Riga taken during the Second Working Meeting, November 2015
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Low-carbon development
In 2010, Riga set the goal of reducing its carbon emissions by 20% by the year 2020. After far surpassing 
this target and reducing its emissions by over 50% before the end of 2011, Riga decided to set new, more 
ambitious goals in line with the city’s potential in the field of energy efficiency improvements and use of 
renewables. The Riga Smart City Sustainable Energy Action Plan 2014-2020 outlines a plan for Riga to reach 
smart city status by 2020 as a way to further its carbon emissions reduction goals.

Riga has implemented various international projects to assist in its low-carbon development goals. Among 
these projects are:

• Green IT Network Europe, which encourages the use of ICT as a way to lower carbon emissions;

• The Sustainable Urban Mobility (SUM) project, which promotes changes in transportation policy; and

• Strategies Towards Energy Performance and Urban Planning (STEP-UP), which focuses on municipal 
energy planning.

Goals: Riga is looking to learn from other project cities about practical methods that will help the City 
to adapt and accelerate its low-carbon initiatives. It also hopes to present its successes in a way that 
will allow other cities to replicate the process. After the second working meetin in November 2015, Riga 
expressed interest in learning more about the high-tech solar panels its partner city, Kitakyushu uses near 
its coast line. Riga would like to integrate these to support its district heating plants. Riga is also interested 
in connecting with City Managers of Kitakyushu to better understand integrating smart urban solutions 
into existing infrastructure. 
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