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The EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy
Collaboration between and among urban areas is essential for finding innovative solutions to the 
urban issues to achieve sustainability goals. Local governments can no longer work in silos, alone and 
isolated. Sharing experiences is key in strengthening relationships with counterparts and exploring 
pragmatic solutions to similar problems. Although the eight European and Japanese cities in the 
EU – Japan Municipal Dialogue could not seem more different, these cities are forging commitments 
together to implement sustainable urban solutions. 

By bringing together the European cities with their Japanese counterparts in Japan for the first 
working meeting, the program promoted a strong foundation for partnership. During the first 
two days in Tokyo, the eight cities’ representatives met one another for the first time. The City of 
Tokyo set an ideal backdrop for ‘cities-to-cities’ cooperation, and also by bringing expert inputs in 
the meeting. The program enabled the delegates to deliberate on common threads in themes and 
discover the similarities in their urban sustainability goals. Following the meeting in Tokyo, the four 
European cities traveled to their Japanese partner city for the ‘city-to-city’ cooperation, experiencing 
first-hand their Japanese counterpart’s sustainable solutions. 

The purpose of this report is to detail the various outcomes of the First Working Meeting of the EU-
Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy, both in Tokyo and in the respective Japanese partner city. 

Four cities were selected from both Japan and the European Union to participate and execute the 
exchange. The eight cities were sorted into four city pairings, depending on their background, 
similarities, and interest to collaborate on sustainability initiatives. The pairings are: 

• Leipzig, Germany & Kumamoto, 
Japan

• Burgas, Bulgaria & Toyama, Japan
• Riga, Latvia & Kitakysushu, Japan

Each delegation comprises of a diverse mix of sustainability professionals and experts across a multi-
disciplinary background including city officials such as elected leaders, officers, urban, community, 
and transport planners as well as experts such as consultants, researchers, and business leaders. 
The group created an open and collaborative atmosphere which fueled progressive dialogue and 

The city pairings

The delegations

Prior to selecting the cities, certain core themes for collaboration were established for the exchange 
by Japan’s Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), which is the counter part 
for DG Regional and Urban Policy, DG REGIO, and ICLEI. Each city delegation was responsible for 
addressing these themes in their application for participation in the dialogue.  The selected priority 

• Compact city development (aging & declining population)
• Low carbon development

The core themes 
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Tokyo, 31 August – 1 September 2015
The goal of the first working meeting of the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy was for 
each of the eight cities to present an overview of their sustainability initiatives related to either 
or both of the two core themes. European cities were provided with an overview and background 
of Japan’s urban policies and sustainability efforts through the participation of MILT officials and 
experts. The City of Tokyo provided an inspiring backdrop for understanding urban solution. 

The overview and moderation 
from the City Bureau of the 
MLIT greatly emphasized the 
biggest challenge and most 
important aspect when dealing 
with urban sustainable policy 
in Japan i.e.  demographic 
changes, specifically a rising 
elderly population and an 
overall declining population, in 
light of low carbon and compact 
city development. 

Although each of the eight cities 
vary in demographics, climate, 
topography, and geography, 
common ideas and themes 
became apparent throughout. 
All eight cities have emphasized 
the need to move towards 
compact city models. 

The eight cities have also 
emphasized goals to advance 
low carbon development by implementing better transportation infrastructure and to develop 
solutions for energy management. Despite their diverse background and different challenges, it was 
apparent very early in the meeting that the cities share similar goals. 

Each of the eight cities hopes to move forward and place more emphasis on sustainable urban 
solutions. Certain solutions and policies implemented in one city have potential to be adapted for 
other cities in the project. The initial discussions in Tokyo - ‘cities-to-cities’ cooperation in action - 
were the first step in the EU-Japan Urban Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy.

How does city-to-city cooperation work?
The goal of city-to-city cooperation is to create an environment within which local governments can 
define their challenges, define where they welcome exchange and advise from the outside, and pool 
their expertise. Solutions can then be identified and actors can work together to create, implement, 
and replicate actions. The success of city-to-city cooperation hinges on knowledge transfer and 
functions through the exchange of experience and policy competence of the local stakeholders and 
city experts. 

From the 2 – 4 September 2015, each European partner city visited their Japanese counterpart – 
‘city-to-city’ exchange. Each city partner agenda consisted of presentations, workshops, exchanges 
between various stakeholders, and technical site visits, all designed by the host Japanese city for their 
European counterpart. The host city was able to highlight their activities and achievements within 
the core thematic areas of the dialogue. An ICLEI liaison participated in each of the partner city visit, 
facilitated the exchange, and documented the exchange. The next section of this report, organized 
by partner city visits, highlights the various topics, interests, presentations, field visits, and initiatives 
that were profiled during the exchange. 

Cities-to-cities... city-to-city

“Culture, language, etc., we have different conditions, but we 
all want good space to live in and a high quality of life.”

Masahiko Kikuchi, Director, City Bureau, MLIT
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Kumamoto, Japan & Leipzig, Germany 
Kumamoto and Leipzig have already participated in an exchange organized by MLIT and DG REGIO in 
2013. Involvement in the previous exchange helped the cities a great deal as they were aware of the 
background and general city characteristics. Within this re-vitalized exchange, Kumamoto and Leipzig 
established the following action items within the two core themes: 

Compact city development and low carbon development
Like a majority of Japanese cities, Kumamoto’s compact city development strategy is driven by the 
challenges of a declining population. Kumamoto highlighted this challenge on the first day of the 
field visit with presentations detailing that the city has recently benefited from population growth 
(the urban area has expanded 2.4 times) but will now suffer, in the near future, from depopulation. 
Kumamoto must also support a growing elderly population. Leipzig, on the other hand, suffered a 
declining population in the late 1980s early 2000s, but is steadily increasing in population. 

Kumamoto’s goal with compact 
city development is to have a 
strong central area, with dense 
intermediate areas, and to provide 
convenience to the citizens in these 
areas. To keep them connected, 
Kumamoto emphasized their 
network of buses and trams, 
where residents shall be at 
least 1 kilometer close to public 
transit. Thus promoting a transit 
oriented development. Similarly, 
Leipzig is trying to reduce car 
usage downtown and creating 
transportation hubs to link the 
various areas in and around the city. 
Thus, both cities are orienting their 
city development around public 
transport.  

The second and third days of the field visit placed particular attention on public transportation, with 
Kumamoto highlighting their tram system, Kumamoto Railway Station, and integrated transport. 
Kumamoto also showcased their urban renewal projects including the Downtown Atleir, and citizens’ 
involvement and preservation of historic buildings. 

Action item: During the first day of meetings in the city, the Mayor of Kumamoto, Mr. Onishi, 
explicitly requested the Leipzig delegation to critically comment on the projects being developed and 
planned by the city of Kumamoto. The Mayor also requested the delegates from Leipzig to provide 
technical inputs into policy options and practices that will attract tourists to Kumamoto. 

Kumamoto and Leipzig will work together towards understanding a multi-hub network city and how 
to better implement this within each city. The City of Kumamoto will provide background documents 
related to their vigorous multi-hub network city, based on water, green, and various urban services. 
The City of Leipzig will highlight, during the Second Working Meeting in Leipzig, the transportation 
hubs and integrated tram systems in the city center out to the suburbs as well as the public relations 
campaign for cycling.

Please visit pages 19 - 24 to see the city profiles of Leipzig and 
Kumamoto as well as the field visit itinerary for this exchange.
To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download the city 
profiles, please visit our website: japan.world-cities.eu
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Kitakyushu is lauded as the EcoCity of Japan and has also been involved in various international 
projects. It has been paired with Riga, the Latvian capital, with a sound footing on compact city 
strategies and low carbon development for transport. In the first working meeting Kitakyushu and 
Riga established the following action items within the two core themes:

Compact city development
Kitakyushu’s core goal within their city policy is 
to create a livable, functional, compact city with 
little environmental impact. During the first day of 
presentations, Kitakyushu expressed a need to promote 
social and healthcare initiatives. During a site visit on 
the second day, Kitakyushu highlighted their monorail 
facility in Kitagaoka. The goal of the monorail is to create 
transportation hubs throughout the city and provide 
affordable accessible public transportation for all citizens.  
One of Riga’s main goals by 2030 is to keep the city 
compact despite suburban sprawling trends. To promote 
the compact city strategy, Riga plans to promote public 
transportation, bike and pedestrian infrastructure and 
green zones.  Riga also supports a variety of social and 
healthcare initiatives including affordable and social 
housing projects in the city center.  

Action item: Riga, specifically Ms. Olga Veidina, the City Councillor on Social and Health Issues, will 
highlight in the second working meeting their compact city strategy. Riga will share their strategies 
for tourism and attracting tourism in the historical center of city (specifically to the UNESCO heritage 
sites). Riga will share first hand experience on how to make public transportation more attractive and 
accessible. Kitakyushu will share their “City Master Plan” which highlights a compact city with minimal 
burden on the environment. 

Low carbon development
Riga and Kitakyushu are both doing extensive work on 
low carbon development and energy action. During the 
site visit on the second day of the Eco-Town Project, 
which included recycling areas, a “Next Generation 
Energy Park,” and an offshore wind generation site, 
Kitakyushu expressed their hope to reduce CO2 
emissions within the city by 50%. To reach this goal, 
Kitakyushu has developed Higashida, an eco-city, 
through cooperation with industry, government, 
academia, and citizens. The delegates from Riga also 
explained their Sustainable Energy Action Plan for 2010-
2020, which seeks to reduce CO2 emissions by 54.5%. 
The City of Riga experienced huge success in drastically 
cutting emissions through their energy heating system, of which 70% is covered by district heating.

Action item: Riga’s success in reducing emissions is due to many “bottom up initiatives” comprised of 
various solutions to combat bigger issue of low carbon development. Mr. Timurs Safiulins, Director 
of Riga Energy Agency will share his expertise and future action plans with Kitakyushu in the second 
working meeting. Riga will also plan a technical site visit to the municipal heating company, “Rigas 
Siltums” to highlight the district heating plan used to cut emissions. Kitakyushu’s Mr. Akira Toyama 
will share their strategy 
for low emission systems, 
including the advanced zero 
carbon model in Jono.

Kitakyushu, Japan & Riga, Latvia 

Please visit pages 25 - 30 to see the city profiles of Riga & Kitakyushu as 
well as the field visit itinerary for this exchange.
To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download the city 
profiles, please visit our website: japan.world-cities.eu
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Shimokawa, Japan & Växjö, Sweden
Before being paired together, Shimokawa and Växjö expressed a common goal of remaining a 
compact town and city committed to alternative energy strategies. Both lead as strong examples 
of local governments committed to energy reduction and green buildings. Växjö and Shimokawa 
established the following action items within two of the 
cooperation themes: 

Compact city development
Shimokawa and Växjö have expressed a strong goal to be 
compact. Although a compact town due to its small size, 
Shimokawa has focused on offering amenities to all citizens in 
the city center by creating a “bio-village plan”. On a technical 
visit to Ichino-hashi Bio Village, Shimokawa expressed their 
main goals: to create mobile communities, increase community 
activity, promote green buildings, and utilize local resources. 

Växjö also expressed their main goal in the exchange: to learn 
about becoming a sustainable compact city while continuing to 
grow and densifying. To help achieve this goal, Växjö, through 
an EU funded project (Smart Cities and Communities), was able 
to refurbish 400 apartments in the city center. This project 
reduced energy need in the apartments by 50%.

Action item: Växjö hopes to learn how to build up its city 
center by avoiding skyscrapers and how to densify small areas, 
although this might be a challenge to learn from Shimokawa 
due to their small size.  ICLEI will explore possible knowledge 
exchange on this topic from another Japanese or European city. After Shimokawa’s expressed 
interest, Växjö will highlight during the second working meeting, the various building standards, 
technology, and incentives for passive houses, including wooden mid-rising building in Växjö. 

Low carbon development
Shimokawa promotes low carbon 
development through their sustainable 
cyclical forest management, which 
Växjö toured on the first day. By using 
their natural resources, 60% of thermal 
energy is used by wood biomass. 
Shimokawa’s district heat also supplies 
Photovoltaics and wood biomass 
energy to numerous public buildings, 
which Växjö visited on the evening of 
the first day. Växjö, as “Greenest City 
in Europe,” shared their extremely 
ambitious goals to be fossil fuel free 
by 2030. Växjö has been able to reduce 
CO2 emissions by 47%. Växjö plan 
is also closely tied to reducing total energy use by residents and business, specifically in municipal 
buildings by 20%.

Action item:  As stated in the meeting, Shimokawa hopes to learn from Växjö about their biomass 
energy plan and implementation. Växjö will share this with Shimokawa as well as their strategy for 
sustainable buildings including Passive Houses during the second working meeting in November 
2015 in Växjö.  As requested by Växjö, 
Shimokawa will share more on the full 
potential of forest resources.  Please visit pages 31 - 36 to see the city profiles of Växjö & 

Shimokawa as well as the field visit itinerary for this exchange.
To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download the 
city profiles, please visit our website: japan.world-cities.eu
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Toyama, Japan & Burgas, Bulgaria
In recent years, both Toyama and 
Burgas have placed a priority on public 
transportation, specifically to expand their 
transportation network. Both cities are 
experiencing an aging population and have 
emphasized the important of improving 
the quality of life for the elderly. Toyama 
and Burgas established the following 
action items within two of the Cooperation 
themes:

Compact city and low carbon 
development
Both cities are making strong action plans 
for compact city development and have 
integrated low carbon development within 
this strategy. 

The City of Toyama, presented their key 
policy to develop a low carbon, compact city. To achieve this goal, the city is focusing around public 
transportation systems operation specifically the LRT, provision and expansion of transportation 
network, additional services to attract elderly riders, and how this supports the city’s compact city 
development policies. The City of Toyama highlighted the Portram (LRT) and Centram (streetcar) during 
the field visit and showed Burgas the “barrier-free” low platform, which allows riders with limited 
mobility to easily access public transportation. 

Burgas discussed their efforts on redeveloping low carbon urban zones to make them more attractive 
to citizens.  They have concentrated their efforts on three different zones: public zone in the city 
center by renovating buildings and developing pedestrian space; social zones or residential areas by 
renovating buildings to make them more energy efficient; and industrial zones specifically the port of 
Burgas. Burgas also hopes to integrate urban transport throughout the zones to connect citizens with 
accessible and fast transport.

Action item: Burgas, specifically Vice 
Mayor Atanaska Nikolova, requested 
more information from Kumamoto on 
how things are managed within the city, 
including the various partnerships with 
the private sector, funding structures, 
investors, and the role of the City in 
overall management. The City of Toyama 
asked to learn more about Burgas’s 
efforts to keep the elderly active and 
healthy. During the second working 
meeting, Burgas will highlight their 
public transportation system, including 
their bus system as well as their plans 
for integrated city transport. Burgas will 
also showcase their social programs, 
including policy to improve the quality of 
life for the elderly population. 

Please visit pages 37 - 42 to see the city profiles of Burgas & Toyama 
as well as the field visit itinerary for this exchange.
To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download the city 
profiles, please visit our website: japan.world-cities.eu
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Paving the way to the second working meeting
Keeping the momentum
In the time between the first and second working meeting, ICLEI facilitators will encourage dialogue and 
the exchange of ideas between the Japanese and European cities. Each city pairing has been assigned 
a specific ICLEI liaison who traveled to the Japanese city and reported on the field visit. The same ICLEI 
liaison will also travel with his or her pair for the second working meeting to the European partner 
city. These ICLEI liaisons are responsible for sharing documents, giving feedback on the agendas, and 
facilitating dialogue between the cities. A huge challenge in communication is the language barrier. 
Therefore ICLEI Japan office will assist in translating documents and communications between the 
cities. 

ICLEI has developed, designed, and is maintaining an online platform for the World Cities Project 
(japan.world-cities.eu). This resource hosts profiles of each of the eight participating municipalities 
and details the work being done in each city. The online platform incorporates an interactive forum 
which can be used by the members of the participating delegations to collaborate and communicate.

The second working meeting
The second working meeting of the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy will take place from 
22 – 28 November 2015 in the City of Leipzig, Germany. The meeting will follow a similar structure to the 
first working meeting; eight delegations will meet for the first two days for presentations, discussion, 
and site visits in Leipzig. Following these days, each Japanese city will travel to their European partner 
city for field visits and to further each action item. ICLEI will continue to document and report on the 

Annexes: Included in this report is the Agenda of the First Working Meeting; EU-Japan Exchange: First 
Working Meeting Participant List; the field visit itineraries from Kumamoto, Kitakyushu, Shimokawa, and 
Toyama; and the city profiles for each of the eight cities. 
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EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 
(in the framework of the EU-Japan Urban Policy Dialogue) 

  
 

Agenda for the 1st Working Group Meeting 
Version after successful completion of the meeting 

 
World Cities is a project of the European Union managed by the Directorate General for Regional 
and Urban Policy (DG REGIO) of the European Commission. The project originates in a 
Preparatory Action of the European Parliament to promote the exchange of experience and best 
practice between the European Union and third countries on the theme of territorial development 
with particular reference to urban development, urban-rural partnership and urban cross-border 
cooperation. 
 
This is the first of three working meetings within the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban 
Policy. The objective of this first working meeting is to share a mutual understanding of the 
challenges that the cities face, the policies and practices that the cities are implementing, and 
expectations for the exchange, as well as to generate a collaborative approach among participants 
from the eight Japanese and European cities. 
 
Delegations from participating cities include: 
  

Japan - European City Pairings  

Kumamoto Leipzig (Germany) 

Kitakyushu Riga (Latvia) 

Shimokawa Växjö (Sweden) 

Toyama Burgas (Bulgaria) 

 

Delegation from project partners 

DG REGIO Delegation 

ICLEI World Secretariat and ICLEI Japan Office 

 
The meetings will be conducted in both English and Japanese (simultaneous and consecutive 
translation will be available).
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EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 
Program for the First Working Meeting 

31 August – 1 September 2015, Tokyo, Japan 

1 - 4 September 2015, Partner City, Japan 

Sunday, 30 August 2015 

17:30 – 19:00 
Meet at 
hotel lobby 
at 17:30 

Informal welcome reception 

Location: BLT Steak, directly next to hotel in Izumi Garden 

Join us for an optional drink near the hotel, if your jetlag will allow for it! We will meet in 
the hotel lobby at 17:30. If you arrive later, please ask the concierge for directions.  

Afterwards, for those that are interested, we will bring those interested to a nearby 
restaurant where you can have dinner together with other delegates.  

 

Monday, 31 August 2015 

Part 1  

9:30 Please meet promptly in hotel lobby to be taken to the Toshi Center Hotel 
via the subway 

10:00 – 10:30 
 

Meet and greet 

Location: Toshi Center Hotel Conference Room 606 

10:30 – 10:40 
Toshi Center 
Hotel 

Welcome remarks 

Speakers: 

 Mr. Jonathan Hatwell, Deputy Head of the European Union 
Delegation to Japan  

 Mr. Takashi Ishizuka, Deputy-Director General, City Bureau, Ministry 
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT) 

10:40 – 10:55 Exchange overview  

Overview of the World Cities Project and the expectations of the European 
Commission through these exchanges. 

Speaker:  

 Dr. Ronald Hall, Principal Advisor, DG REGIO, European 
Commission, Brussels, Belgium 

10:55 – 11:30  Urban policies in Japan 

Overview of Japan’s urban policies and efforts towards compact city development and 
low carbon development, followed by a short Q & A 

Speaker: 

 Mr. Yoshimasa Uno, Director, City Planning Division, City Bureau 
MLIT 
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11:30 – 11:45 Cities movement in Europe 

Overview of cities’ commitment and trend toward compact and low-carbon cities in 
Europe. 

Speaker:  

 Dr. Ronald Hall, Principal Advisor, DG REGIO, European 
Commission, Brussels, Belgium 

11:45 – 13:00 Lunch (preceded by group photo) 
 

13:00 – 15:20 Approaches by Japanese and European cities 

City representatives present their cities’ approaches to project themes. City 
representatives will make their presentations in pairs, each presenting with their 
partner city.  After each pair of presentations, the expert panelists will comment and 
there will be a brief Q&A session. 

Moderator: Mr. Masahiko Kikuchi, Director, City Planning Survey and 
Information Office, City Bureau, MLIT 

Expert panelist: Dr. Norihiro Nakai, Professor, Department of Social 
Engineering, Graduate School of Decision Science and Technology, Tokyo 
Institute of Technology 

City presentations (10 minutes each)  

Toyama and Burgas 

 Mr. Jun Nakamura, Vice Mayor, City of Toyama, Japan 

 Ms. Atanaska Dimitrova Nikolova, Deputy Mayor, City of Burgas, 
Bulgaria 

Kumamoto and Leipzig 

 Mr. Kunihiro Nagayama, Chief of Urban Development and 
Construction Bureau, City of Kumamoto, Japan 

 Mr. Torben Heinemann, Head of General Planning Department, City 
of Leipzig, Germany 

Kitakyushu and Riga 

 Mr. Akira Tooyama, Executive Director, Planning Department, 
Buildings and City Planning Bureau, City of Kitakyushu, Japan 

 Mr. Timurs Safiulins, Director, Riga Energy Agency, City of Riga, 
Latvia 

Shimokawa and Växjö 

 Mr. Hiroki Takeda, Vice Mayor, Town of Shimokawa, Japan 

 Mr. Jan Johansson, Energy Planner, City of Växjö, Sweden 

15:20 – 15:30 Review of Part 1 

15:20-15:25 Summary of the session by Moderator (MLIT) 

15:25-15:30 Part 1 Closing remarks (MLIT) 
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15:30 – 15:45 Break 
 

Part 2 

15:45 – 16:45 Small group discussion 

Cities will be split into groups based on city pairings. The groups will discuss and 
clarify regarding their respective approaches and projects, identify similar challenges, 
discuss field visit schedule, and share expectations for the exchange.  
 

Each group will be assigned an ICLEI contact to moderate the discussion and take 
notes. The ICLEI contact assigned will correspond to the one present at the field visits 
 

Translation: Consecutive 

16:45 – 17:00  Discussion summary  

Each group of cities will briefly report back their findings. 

17:00 – 17:30  Next steps and closing remarks 

ICLEI staff will provide an overview of the schedule of next events and discussion of 
post-meeting follow-up, including the online platform; closing remarks from DG 
REGIO will conclude the day. 

Closing Remarks:  

 Dr. Ronald Hall, Principal Advisor, DG REGIO, European 
Commission, Brussels, Belgium 

18:30 – 20:00 

Reception: ANA International Hotel 
A casual reception (stand-up, buffet-style) will be held for all participants. 
Meet at the Hotel Villa Fontaine lobby at 18:15 to walk over to the reception 
venue.  

 

Tuesday, 1 September 2015 

8:30 – 9:30 
Continental Breakfast at Hotel Villa Fontaine Roppongi 

9:40 – 10:10 
Travel to Roppongi Hills 

Transportation (mini-bus) will be provided by MLIT. Participants should check-out 
from the hotel before their designated meeting time in the lobby.  

Group 1 
Riga, Växjö, Shimokawa, DG REGIO 
(Dr. Hall) 
 

9:40 Meet at hotel lobby 
9:45 Leave hotel 
9:55 Arrive at Roppongi Hills 

Group 2 

Leipzig, Burgas, Kumamoto, Toyama, 
DG REGIO (Ms. Laissy) 
  

9:55  Meet at hotel lobby 
10:00 Leave hotel 
10:10 Arrive at Roppongi Hills 
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10:30 – 12:00 
Site tour in Tokyo 

City participants learn about Tokyo’s urban development efforts at Roppongi Hills 
Mori Tower 48F (tour/explanation to be provided in English) 
 
Participants: Japanese and European city representatives 

Organizer: MLIT 

Language: English 

Translation: Simultaneous 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch: Mohri Salvatore Cuomo 
Buffet-style Italian lunch 

Afternoon 
Travel to respective host cities 

At least one staff each from the Japanese city as well the ICLEI contact will travel with 
the EU city delegations. Please follow your ICLEI contact for your schedule.  

 

Wednesday – Friday, 2 – 4 September 2015 

The structure of the field visit is to be decided by the hosting Japanese city. 

Translation: Consecutive 

Wednesday – Thursday, 2-3 September 2015 

All day 
Partner city field visit 

Potential activities: 

 Welcome dinner / reception 

 Introductory gathering 

 Courtesy call to the Mayor 

 Site visits and tours 

 Meetings, presentations, and discussion 

 Network building  

 Reflection meeting 

  



World Cities Project 

EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development 

  

 

EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy, Agenda for First Working Meeting 14 

Friday, 4 September 2015 

Morning Reflection meeting or free time 

Afternoon Travel to Tokyo / respective EU city 

 

Further information: 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
  
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Japan Office 
Michie Kishigami 
Senior Program Advisor 
Shimbashi SY Building 4F 
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku 
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003 
  
Tel: (+81) 3-6205-8415 
Fax: (+81) 3-6205-8416  
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EU – Japan Exchange: First Working Meeting Participants 
 

A complete list of those that participated in the First Working Meeting in Tokyo, Japan,  
31 August – 1 September 2015; and in the Japanese partner cities, 2 – 4 September 2015.  

 
 

Delegation First name Last name Organization title Department Position 

Burgas 

Snezhana Atanasova 
Social Assistance 
Agency 

Social 
Assistance 
Directorate Director 

Loris Manuelyan Burgas Municipality 

Health care, 
social 
activities, and 
sport Deputy Mayor 

Veselina 
Petovka-
Ilieva Burgas Municipality 

Spatial 
planning 
directorate 

Director/Chief 
architect 

Atanaska Nikolova Burgas Municipality 

European 
policies, 
Environment Deputy Mayor 

Maya Velcheva Burgas Municipality 

European 
Policies and 
Programs  
Directorate Director 

Nakamura Jun City of Toyama - Vice Mayor 

Toyama 

Takamori Nagahito City of Toyama 

Urban 
Development 
Department Vice Director 

Hori Tomoaki City of Toyama 

Urban Policy 
Division, 
Urban 
Development 
Department Section Chief 

Leipzig 

Heiderose Heßke City of Leipzig 
Mayor's 
Office 

Deputy Director 
for International 
Relations 

Torben Gregor Heinemann City of Leipzig 

Office of 
Traffic 
Planning and 
Road 
Construction, 
General 
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Kumamoto in brief
Kumamoto City is the capital of Kumamoto Prefecture and the third 
largest city on Japan’s southwest island of Kyushu. The towns of Akita, 
Kawachi, Tenmei, and Hokubu were merged to form the current City 
in 1991.  

Kumamoto is one of Japan’s leading agricultural areas, with the sixth 
greatest output of agricultural products of all Japanese municipal 
areas. It is also home to a number of universities and major 
manufacturing companies. Kumamoto Castle, originally built in 1487, 
is the City’s most famous landmark – to ensure a clear view from the 
Castle, city ordinances forbid the construction of high-rise buildings 
near it.

Facts & figures

Population (year) / Land area
740,000 (2015) / 389 km2

Municipal budget (year)
576.7 billion JPY (2014)

Mayor and term
Mr. Kazufumi Onishi
December 3 2014 - December 2 
2018

Website
www.city.kumamoto.jp/

Project partner city
Leipzig, Germany

ICLEI member since 1995

Kumamoto, Japan

produced within the
EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy

Planning for the future with public transportation 
as the backbone of a multi-hub city

Sustainability profile
Kumamoto has received international recognition for its water 
management practices, particularly in relation to groundwater 
conservation. The nearby Mt. Aso, the largest active volcano in Japan, 
is a vital source of clean and abundant groundwater for the City – it 
provides residential, agricultural, and industrial water for its entire 
population. The City has been working towards the protection of 
groundwater for many years and received the “Water for Life’ UN-
Water Best Practices Award” in March 2013.  

Also known as “The Forest Capital” (“Mori no Miyako”), Kumamoto 
has worked to increase urban greenery in the city limits. Kumamoto 
is currently planning to become more livable and sustainable by 
concentrating City functions in key areas and improving its public 
transportation.



More information available at: world-cities.eu

The World Cities project, funded by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), is a facilitated dialogue among cities in the European 
Union and specific partnering countries. World Cities exchanges are currently being executed 
in cooperation with the national bodies of Canada, China, India, and Japan. The ICLEI World 
Secretariat is responsible for organizing and executing the exchanges with Japanese and 
Canadian cities.

In the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 2015-2016, facilitated by ICLEI, four 
Japanese and four European cities discuss and collaborate on actions connected to the project’s 
central themes of compact city development and low-carbon development. Dialogue cities are 
paired with a partner city based on similarities in thematic interests, experiences, and goals. 

Between August 2015 and February 2016, city delegations attend three working meetings 
together and two field visits with their partner city. The goal of the exchange is for participating 
cities to collaborate and learn from one another based on their self-selected priorities.

Project facilitators

ICLEI World Secretariat
Mr. Santhosh Kodukula
Project Manager
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany

Tel: +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org

ICLEI Japan Office
Ms. Michie Kishigami
Senior Program Advisor
Shimbashi SY Building 4F
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003

Tel: +81 3-6205-8415

© ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability e.V, Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7, 53113 Bonn, Germany
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Thematic priorities for the exchange

Compact city development
As Japan faces a serious population decline, Kumamoto’s population 
is estimated to also decline to 660,000 by 2040. Furthermore, the City 
is already a super-aging society - in 2010, over 21% of Kumamoto 
residents were over the age of 65, and the percentage is projected to 
increase to over 33% by 2040. Expansion of the city area and increased 
motorization will present additional problems as Kumamoto’s 
population shrinks and its average age grows.

Kumamoto aims to create a more livable city by changing the course 
of development towards one that is compact and sustainable. 
The City’s goal is to become “a vibrant multi-hub city supported by 
abundant water, greenery, a variety of city services.” This “multi-hub” 
city vision includes a central hub and surrounding regional hubs 
that are well connected by public transportation. Through this multi-
hub city development, Kumamoto can create an urban space that is 
compact, walkable and accessible by public transportation, and which 
remains sustainable, livable and easy to move around for anyone as 
the population declines.

To achieve this vision, the City plans to guide housing development in 
areas accessible by public transit and concentrate city/urban functions 
to the central and regional hubs, and is actively working towards 
enhancing the public transportation network by strengthening its 
functions and improving its convenience.

Through this exchange, Kumamoto hopes to learn about initiatives 
taken by other project cities as well as trends in city development and 
use that knowledge as a reference to support the City’s economic and 
regional revitalization.

Key contact

Mr. Sotaro Yamasaki
Engineer, Urban Policy Section
1-1 Tetorihoncho Chuo-ku
Kumamoto-shi, Kumamoto-ken 
Japan 860-8601

Email: yamasaki.sotaro@city.
kumamoto.lg.jp

First working meeting 
participants

Mr. Kunihiro Nagayama
Chief, Urban Development and 
Construction Bureau

Mr. Takamasa Tazou
Executive Director, Kumamoto City

July 2015



Leipzig in brief
Leipzig has been a trade city since the time of the Holy Roman Empire. 
The City sits at the intersection of the Via Regia and the Via Imperii, two 
important medieval trade routes. Leipzig was once one of the major 
European centers of learning and culture in fields such as music and 
publishing. In the 19th century, Leipzig became a major urban center and 
one of the richest cities of the German Empire. In the German Democratic 
Republic, it developed as a center of different industries. Leipzig later 
became the center of peaceful demonstrations against the communist 
regime of East Germany. 

Since the reunification of Germany, Leipzig has undergone significant 
change through the restoration of historical buildings and the development 
of a modern transport infrastructure with a vision for sustainable mobility. 
Today it is a modern city with large car manufacturing and logistics 
industries, environmental and biotechnology sectors, universities and 
research institutions, and a young creative industry sector. The GfK 
marketing research institute has proclaimed it the most livable city in 
Germany. Facts & figures

Population (year) / Land area
554,000 (2015) / 297 km2

Municipal budget (year)
1.45 billion EUR (2015)

Mayor and term
Mr. Burkhard Jung
February 17 2013 - February 16 
2020

Website
www.leipzig.de

Project partner city
Kumamoto, Japan

Leipzig, Germany

produced within the
EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy

Working toward a compact and low-carbon city 
through sustainable transport planning

Sustainability profile
Following the reunification of Germany, Leipzig has undertaken immense 
efforts to restore and expand its transportation plan and infrastructure.  
The City has taken measures to expand its public transportation network, 
and now it has the second-largest in Germany after Berlin. In conjunction 
with its promotion of public transport, it has also taken steps to limit the 
presence of cars in the city center.

Leipzig has worked to expand its cycling network and become a more 
bicycle-friendly city. With the development of a bike-sharing program, 
larger areas for bicycle parking, and over 436 km of bicycle paths and 
lanes, Leipzig now has almost 4 times more cyclists on the streets than 
they did 20 years ago. 

Leipzig won the German National Award for Sustainable Cities in 2012 
for its quality of life and urban structure. The City also hosted the OECD’s 
2015 International Transport Forum.



More information available at: http://world-cities.eu
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Thematic priorities for the exchange
Compact city development
Leipzig’s development of sustainable transport systems and a strong, 
pedestrian-friendly city center make it a model for the European 
compact city. The city center’s dimension is designed to be a 
pedestrian area and has accommodations for the elderly, with large 
pedestrian areas, rest zones and a car-reduced system.  

Leipzig has discussed issues related to compact city development 
with its partner city of Kumamoto in a previous exchange. Together 
the two cities discussed development of the city center and transport 
planning (particularly pedestrian area expansion, institution of bicycle 
routes and bike shares, and transit network development). Leipzig 
looks forward to exchanging experiences related to the concentration 
of city functions and improving transportation networks with other 
project cities.

Low-carbon development
Leipzig has set a plan to reduce CO2 emissions by 10% every 5 years to 
reach 2.5 tons of CO2 emissions per capita by 2050. One of the ways 
the City intends to achieve this reduction in emissions is to become a 
capital of electric mobility. It intends to achieve this through planning 
for better tram services (handicapped accessibility), better integration 
of tram tracks in streets, planning for cyclists and pedestrians, car-
reduced city centers and pedestrian zones, and speed zones in 
residential areas. Leipzig is particularly interested in the development 
of smart mobility systems. 

The City has set a complementary goal of reducing trips taken by car 
by 25% over the next ten years by offering more attractive alternatives. 

Leipzig is interested in discussing ways to more effectively reduce 
its carbon emissions, particularly through the development of 
sustainable transport systems, with other project cities.

Key contact

Dr. Heiderose Heßke 
Deputy Director for International 
Relations, Mayor’s Office
Martin-Luther-Ring 4-6
4109 Leipzig, Germany

Tel: +49 341 123 2057

Email: heiderose.hesske@leipzig.de

Project team

Municipal coordinators
Dr. Heiderose Heßke
Deputy Director for International 
Relations, Mayor’s Office

Mr. Torben Gregor Heinemann
Office of Traffic Planning and Road 
Construction, General Planning 
Department

Working group members
Mr. Joachim Maria Gauly
Local Consultant for Urban 
Development, District Management 
Georg-Schumann-Str., City of Leipzig

Mr. Stephan Besier
Consultant and CEO, 
Stadtbahngestaltung Zürich

Mr. Fritjof Mothes
Urban Planner, Planning Office 
Stadtlabor

July 2015

The World Cities project, funded by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), is a facilitated dialogue among cities in the European 
Union and specific partnering countries. World Cities exchanges are currently being executed 
in cooperation with the national bodies of Canada, China, India, and Japan. The ICLEI World 
Secretariat is responsible for organizing and executing the exchanges with Japanese and 
Canadian cities.

In the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 2015-2016, facilitated by ICLEI, four 
Japanese and four European cities discuss and collaborate on actions connected to the project’s 
central themes of compact city development and low-carbon development. Dialogue cities are 
paired with a partner city based on similarities in thematic interests, experiences, and goals. 

Between August 2015 and February 2016, city delegations attend three working meetings 
together and two field visits with their partner city. The goal of the exchange is for participating 
cities to collaborate and learn from one another based on their self-selected priorities.

Project facilitators

ICLEI World Secretariat
Mr. Santhosh Kodukula
Project Manager
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany

Tel: +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org

ICLEI Japan Office
Ms. Michie Kishigami
Senior Program Advisor
Shimbashi SY Building 4F
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003

Tel: +81 3-6205-8415
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Kumamoto field visit itinerary  
Version after successful completion of the meeting 
 

Tuesday, 1 September 2015 

For those traveling by air: Arrive at Kumamoto Airport at 18:10, with a pick up by 
city staff, possible casual dinner en route to hotel with other delegates. Arrive at 
hotel at 19:30.  

 

Wednesday, 2 September 2015 

Morning 

08:20  Meet at hotel lobby 

09:00  Courtesy call to the Mayor 

09:30  Exchange meeting 

 Introductions 

 Overview of city government  

 Explanation of Compact City Development in Kumamoto 

Afternoon 

12:00  Lunch  

13:00  Visit to Kumamoto Station area urban development 

 Shin-Suisenji Station (link between JR and municipal train 
system) 

16:00  Exchange meeting 

Evening 18:00 – 20:00  Welcome dinner with hosts 

Thursday, 3 September 2015 

Morning 
09:20  Meeting in Hotel lobby 
10:00  Kumamoto University Faculty of Engineering – Machinaka 
(City Center) Studio 

Afternoon 

12:00  Lunch 
13:00  Kumamoto Castle tour 

 Suizenji Park 
16:00  Summary of exchange, closing 

Evening 18:00 – 20:00  Dinner with hosts 
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Friday, 4 September 

Morning 06:45  Please check out and wait for transport to Kumamoto Aiport 

Afternoon 

09:20  Meet in lobby  
10:00  Shin-machi and Komachi District tour 

 District between Kumamoto Station and Kumamoto Castle 
where historic streetscape is preserved.  

12:00  Lunch 

 

Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Kumamoto is Sunny Kodukula. 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
  
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Japan Office 
Michie Kishigami 
Senior Program Advisor 
Shimbashi SY Building 4F 
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku 
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003 
  
Tel: (+81) 3-6205-8415 
Fax: (+81) 3-6205-8416  

 



Kitakyushu in brief
A government ordinance city, developed in 1963 through the 
consolidation of five smaller cities, Kitakyushu is the second largest 
city on the island of Kyushu.  The north and east sides of the City are 
surrounded by the sea and 60% of the City area is green space and 
mountains.

As Kyushu’s northernmost city and the area closest to Honshu, 
Japan’s main island, Kitakyushu has developed as a vital transport 
and economic hub since the Meiji period.   Since the establishment 
of the government-operated Yahata Steel Works in 1901, the City has 
also developed as a center of industry on the forefront of Japan’s 
economic growth.

Facts & figures

Population (year) / Land area
962,000 (2015) / 490 km2

Municipal budget (year)
5,421 billion JPY (2014)

Mayor and term
Mr. Kenji Kitahashi
February 20 2015 - February 19 
2019

Website
www.city.kitakyushu.lg.jp/

Project partner city
Riga, Latvia

ICLEI member since 1992

Kitakyushu, Japan

produced within the
EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy

An active leader in international cooperation on 
low-carbon development

Sustainability profile
In the 1960s, Kitakyushu was one of Japan’s four major industrial 
areas and suffered from significant air and water pollution as a result 
of rapid industrialization. In 1969, the first smog alert in Japan was 
issued against air pollution in Kitakyushu. However, citizen groups, 
local government, the private sector, and universities collaborated to 
solve the City’s significant environmental problems. Today, the green 
technology and sustainable practices gained through the process of 
depolluting Kitakyushu is now being utilized globally in sustainable 
urban development.

Kitakyushu is an active proponent of international environmental 
cooperation, sharing its experiences with other cities in order to 
contribute to global environmental conservation. The City has 
welcomed roughly 3,000 people from 139 countries to learn from 
its experiences, and it has dispatched over 200 experts to over 24 
countries to share its experiences. It has also hosted 20 international 
environmental conferences. The City was selected as a “Green 
Growth” city by the OECD in 2011, and 2013 saw the publication of 
“Green Growth in Kitakyushu, Japan,” a report which highlights best 
practices and proposals for future green growth. 



More information available at: world-cities.eu
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Thematic priorities for the exchange
Compact city development
Kitakyushu’s vitality and residential density has been decreasing due 
to the rapid decline and aging of its population. Problems caused by 
vacant houses are expected to worsen, so the City has outlined plans 
orchestrated around principles of compact city development. Planned 
actions include developing a plan for proper siting (creating an area 
for promoting housing) and a regional public transportation network 
development plan starting in April 2015. 

Through the EU-Japan Dialogue, Kitakyushu hopes to learn from the EU 
region’s best practices, especially on city planning, housing policies, and 
transportation systems.

Low-carbon development
As one of Japan’s Environmental Model Cities, Kitakyushu has developed 
the “Green Frontier Plan” which aims to reduce City greenhouse gas 
emissions by 50% by 2050 compared to 2005 levels and to reduce 150% 
equivalent of the City’s emissions through international cooperation. 

For low-carbon development, Kitakyushu is promoting the following 
goals based on the philosophy of a sustainable society and the 
keywords “industrial city,” “declining birthrate and aging population,” 
and “exchange in Asia”:

• Development of industrial clusters that support low-carbon 
development

• Development of an educational/activity system that learns and acts 
towards low-carbon development

• Creation of a fulfilling life through the development of a low-carbon 
society 

• Promotion of low-carbon development throughout Asia

In the context of the EU-Japan Dialogue, Kitakyushu is especially 
interested in learning about low-carbon municipal and regional 
development, low-carbon transportation systems, and low-carbon 
economic systems to support the above initiatives.

Key contacts

Mr. Hiroyuki Tamura

Planning Coordination Manager, City 
Planning Division, Planning Department, 
Buildings and City Planning Bureau
1-1 Jōnai, Kokurakita
Kitakyushu-shi, Fukuoka-ken Japan 
803-8501

Email: hiroyuki_tamura01@city.
kitakyushu.lg.jp
(cc Ms. Yayoi Fujii at 
yayoi_fujii01@city.kitakyushu.lg.jp)

First working meeting 
participants

Mr. Akira Tōyama
Executive Director, Planning 
Department, Buildings and City Planning 
Bureau

Ms. Seiko Kubo
Director, International Environmental 
Strategies Division, Environment Bureau

July 2015

The World Cities project, funded by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Regional 
and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), is a facilitated dialogue among cities in the European Union and 
specific partnering countries. World Cities exchanges are currently being executed in cooperation 
with the national bodies of Canada, China, India, and Japan. The ICLEI World Secretariat is 
responsible for organizing and executing the exchanges with Japanese and Canadian cities.

In the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 2015-2016, facilitated by ICLEI, four 
Japanese and four European cities discuss and collaborate on actions connected to the project’s 
central themes of compact city development and low-carbon development. Dialogue cities are 
paired with a partner city based on similarities in thematic interests, experiences, and goals. 

Between August 2015 and February 2016, city delegations attend three working meetings together 
and two field visits with their partner city. The goal of the exchange is for participating cities to 
collaborate and learn from one another based on their self-selected priorities.

Project facilitators

ICLEI World Secretariat
Mr. Santhosh Kodukula
Project Manager
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany

Tel: +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00

Email: eu-cities@iclei.org

ICLEI Japan Office
Ms. Michie Kishigami
Senior Program Advisor
Shimbashi SY Building 4F
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003

Tel: +81 3-6205-8415



Riga in brief
Riga, the capital of Latvia, is located along the coast of the Gulf of 
Riga and at the mouth of the Daugava River. Officially founded in 
1201, the City developed into one of the Baltic region’s major trade 
hubs as a member of the Hanseatic League before becoming part 
of the Swedish and then Russian Empires and then finally becoming 
Latvia’s capital in 1918. It is the largest city in Latvia, home to over 
a third of the country’s population. It is also the largest city in the 
Baltic States and one of the region’s major economic and financial 
centers.

Riga is a strong center of Latvian industry - over 50% of Latvian 
industry is stationed in the City. Food and furniture production are 
two of the city’s main industries.

Facts & figures

Population (year) / Land area
696,000 (2013) / 304 km2

Municipal budget (year)
800 million EUR (2015)

Mayor and term
Mr. Nils Usakovs
June 20 2013 - June 20 2017

Website
www.riga.lv

Project partner city
Kitakyushu, Japan

Riga, Latvia

produced within the
EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy

Adopting a smart city model for a low-carbon 
society

Sustainability profile
Riga was one of the first capitals to sign the Covenant of Mayors in 
2008. Through cooperating with other cities in the implementation 
of a number of energy efficiency projects, Riga has been able to 
introduce innovative, environmentally friendly technologies that 
add to the comfort of its citizens. 

Under the new initiative of the European Commission on the 
European Innovation Partnership on Smart Cities and Communities, 
Riga has set the goal of achieving smart city status. Among Riga’s 
smart city initiatives is the “Riga Smart City Sustainable Energy Action 
Plan for 2014-2020” (SEAP). This Plan was developed and approved 
by City Council in light of its commitments as a signatory of the 
Covenant of Mayors. The SEAP outlines a plan to reduce Riga’s CO2 
emissions by 60% compared to 1990 levels by 2020. Riga intends to 
achieve this goal through developing sustainable energy supplies 
and an emission-free transportation system, along with providing 
smart ICT for planning and implementing measures.



More information available at: http://world-cities.eu

The World Cities project, funded by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), is a facilitated dialogue among cities in the European 
Union and specific partnering countries. World Cities exchanges are currently being executed 
in cooperation with the national bodies of Canada, China, India, and Japan. The ICLEI World 
Secretariat is responsible for organizing and executing the exchanges with Japanese and 
Canadian cities.

In the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 2015-2016, facilitated by ICLEI, four 
Japanese and four European cities discuss and collaborate on actions connected to the project’s 
central themes of compact city development and low-carbon development. Dialogue cities are 
paired with a partner city based on similarities in thematic interests, experiences, and goals. 

Between August 2015 and February 2016, city delegations attend three working meetings 
together and two field visits with their partner city. The goal of the exchange is for participating 
cities to collaborate and learn from one another based on their self-selected priorities.

Project facilitators

ICLEI World Secretariat
Mr. Santhosh Kodukula
Project Manager
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany

Tel: +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org

ICLEI Japan Office
Ms. Michie Kishigami
Senior Program Advisor
Shimbashi SY Building 4F
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003

Tel: +81 3-6205-8415
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Thematic priorities for the exchange
Compact city development
The City of Riga develops infrastructures and programs to empower 
citizens of various ages to build a sustainable and active community. It 
has progressed with speed, notably with numerous city departments 
improving smart mobility and introducing “e-services” for citizens. Riga 
is looking for practical solutions required to adapt and accelerate local 
government initiatives in order to achieve social and demographic 
sustainability targets.

Low-carbon development
In 2010, Riga set the goal of reducing its carbon emissions by 20% 
by the year 2020. After far surpassing this target and reducing its 
emissions by over 50% before the end of 2011, Riga decided to set 
new, more ambitious goals in line with the city’s potential in the field 
of energy efficiency improvements and use of renewables. The Riga 
Smart City Sustainable Energy Action Plan 2014-2020 outlines a plan 
for Riga to reach smart city status by 2020 as a way to further its 
carbon emissions reduction goals.

Riga has implemented various international projects to assist in its 
low-carbon development goals. Among these projects are:

• Green IT Network Europe, which encourages the use of ICT as a 
way to lower carbon emissions;

• The Sustainable Urban Mobility (SUM) project, which promotes 
changes in transportation policy;

• Strategies Towards Energy Performance and Urban Planning 
(STEP-UP), which focuses on municipal energy planning.

Riga is looking to learn from other project cities about practical 
methods that will help the City to adapt and accelerate its low-carbon 
initiatives. It also hopes to present its successes in a way that will allow 
other cities to replicate the process. 

Key contact

Mr. Timurs Safiulins
Director, Riga Energy Agency
Brivibas str. 49/53, r.518
LV-1010 Riga, Latvia

Tel: +371 2788 6298
Email: timurs.safiulins@riga.lv

Project team

Municipal coordinator
Mr. Timurs Safiulins
Director, Riga Energy Agency

Working group members
Ms. Olga Veidina
Chairman, Social Issues Committee

Mr. Maksims Tolstojs
Chairman, City Development 
Committee, Riga City Council

Mr. Vjaceslavs Stepanenko
Chairman, Committee of Housing and 
Environment, Riga City Council

Mr. Vadims Baranniks
Chairman, Committee of Traffic and 
Transport Issues, Riga City Council

July 2015
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Kitakyushu field visit itinerary  
Version after successful completion of the meeting 
 

Tuesday, 1 September 2015 

Arrival (17:05) and transfer to hotel   
 

Wednesday, 2 September 2015 

Morning 

08:40  Meet in hotel lobby 

09:00  Gather of participants 

09:30  Explanation of Kitakyushu's efforts, city case examples 

 Seiko Kubo, Director, International Environmental Strategies Division, 
Environment Bureau 
Energy management in Higashida District 

Exchange of opinions/discussion 

 Prof. Akira Uchida, Institute for Urban Regional Policy Studies, The 
University of Kitakyuhsu 

Kitakyushu's urban transportation system 

11:40  Courtesy call to the Mayor, Mayor Kenji Kitahashi 

 Introduction of Kitakyushu participants 

 Introduction of Riga participants 

 Remarks by the Mayor of Kitakyushu 

 Remarks by Riga representative   

 Presentation of gifts to Riga participants 

 Photo session 

Afternoon 

12:00  Lunch at City Hall (Restaurant Patio) 

13:30  Eco-town  

 Field visit to sites concerning next-generation energyｐ 

16:00  Hiagari Drainage Treatment Center  

 Efforts regarding water and sewerage projects, such as conversion 
of sewage sludge into fuel, foreign water industry, etc. 

Evening 
18:00  Social gathering with city officials (Kansansou Bekkan 
Japanese-style restaurant) 
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Thursday, 3 September 2015 

Morning 

09:00  Meet at hotel lobby 

09:30  Higashida District site tour 

 Introduction of Higashida District’s history from industrial 
revolution to present 

 Visit to energy management related facilities 

 Summary of site tours 

Afternoon 

12:30  Lunch (Bento-style)  

13:30  Travel and explanation by Director Kenji Tanda 

14:00  Jono Advanced Zero Carbon Town 

 Progress on low-carbon city development project under construction 

 Explanation of site 

15:30  Kitakyushu monorail facility in Kitagaoka 

17:00  Arrive at Kokura Station by Monorail 

Friday, 4 September 

Morning 

10:10  Meet at hotel lobby 

10:30  Kokura Castle tour 

 Tour of inside the castle 

11:30  Lunch at Rihga Royal Hotel, Coffee House Corbeille 

Afternoon 

13:00  Depart, Kokura on Airport Bus (620 JPY) 

13:40  Arrive at Kitakyushu Airport 

14:30  Departure (This should be sufficient time) 

 

Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Kitakyushu is Kristen Körsgen. 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager  
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Japan Office 
Michie Kishigami 
Senior Program Advisor 
  
Tel: (+81) 3-6205-8415 



Shimokawa in brief
Shimokawa is located along the Nayoro River in the mountains 
of northern Hokkaido. The Town’s name, which translates to 
“downstream,” is a literal translation of the indigenous Ainu people’s 
name for the area. The oldest archaeological sites in the town date 
back to the last ice age, but the town as it is known today was officially 
founded in 1905.

90% of Shimokawa’s area (roughly 570 km²) is forest. Forestry and the 
biomass industry are the basis of the town’s economy.  

Skiing is a popular pastime in Shimokawa, and the Town has produced 
a number of veteran Olympic ski jump competitors.

Facts & figures

Population (year) / Land area
3,500 (2015) / 644 km2

Municipal budget (year)
506 million JPY (2014)

Mayor and term
Mr. Kazuyuki Tani
May 1 2015 - April 30 2019

Website
www.town.shimokawa.hokkaido.
jp

Project partner city
Växjö, Sweden

Shimokawa, Japan

produced within the
EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy

A small town with big accomplishments in the use 
of biomass

Sustainability profile
To aim for the stabilization of local employment and provision of 
timber, Shimokawa runs a “recyclable forestry management” program 
for town-owned timber. As a part of this process, Shimokawa installed 
the first wood biomass boiler in Hokkaido and has been promoting 
its installation in public facilities. Currently, approximately 60% of 
thermal energy used in public facilities is produced by wood-derived 
fuels. Furthermore, in some public facilities and housing complexes, 
the Town has installed a district heating system. Based on these 
achievements, Shimokawa has been recognized by the Japanese 
government as an Environmental Model City (2008), Future City 
(2011), Comprehensive Special Zone for Local Revitalization (2011), 
Biomass Industry City (2013), and Local Revitalization Model Case 
(2014).

Shimokawa has created a vision for the achievement of the “Forest 
Future City” model. The Town is currently working towards the 
development of a comprehensive forestry industry, becoming 
completely energy (heat and electricity) independent, and developing 
a model for adapting to the needs of a super-aging society. 
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Thematic priorities for the exchange

Compact city development
In the “Ichino-hashi” district where depopulation has been progressing 
significantly (population approximately 140 of which 50% were the 
elderly in 2010), requests for support with shopping and snow removal 
are increasing and the housing stock is deteriorating. To better maintain 
the local community, the Town is working to develop an energy 
independent, elderly-supportive community through the development 
of housing complexes/facilities that use district heating systems from 
woody biomass, operation of mini-shops or local diners, creation of 
employment through nursery plant and mushroom production, and 
provision of “watch-over” services for the elderly by the young.

Moving forward, the Town is hoping to expand the use of its collective 
housing model and apply the model to its central area in conjunction 
with plans to power the Town center through biomass cogeneration.

Shimokawa hopes to learn from other cities in the exchange in order to 
improve its collective housing models and services for the elderly.

Low-carbon development
In Shimokawa, woody biomass boilers are installed mainly in public 
facilities and currently approximately 60% of thermal energy used in 
these facilities is being produced by wood-derived fuels. Furthermore, 
in some public facilities and housing complexes, the Town has installed 
a district heating system.  

Shimokawa is currently working to develop a system that would 
allow them to power the Town center through biomass cogeneration.  
Shimokawa looks forward to sharing its expertise in the use of biomass 
with other project cities.

Key contacts

Mr. Shinji Kameda
Chief, Future City Initiative Division

63 Saiwaimachi
Shimokawa-cho, Kamikawa-gun
Hokkaido, Japan 098-1206
Email: s.kameda@town.shimokawa.
hokkaido.jp
(cc Mr. Kohei Nakano at k.nakano@
town.shimokawa.hokkaido.jp)

Project team

Municipal coordinators
Mr. Shinji Kameda
Chief, Future City Initiative Division

Mr. Tetsuro Nagaoka
Director, Future City Initiative Division

Working group members
Mr. Yuji Takahashi
Director, Biomass Strategy Office

Mr. Toshio Yamamoto
Chief, Biomass Strategy Office

Mr. Kentaro Wada
Officer, Biomass Strategy Office

July 2015

The World Cities project, funded by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Regional 
and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), is a facilitated dialogue among cities in the European Union and 
specific partnering countries. World Cities exchanges are currently being executed in cooperation 
with the national bodies of Canada, China, India, and Japan. The ICLEI World Secretariat is 
responsible for organizing and executing the exchanges with Japanese and Canadian cities.

In the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 2015-2016, facilitated by ICLEI, four 
Japanese and four European cities discuss and collaborate on actions connected to the project’s 
central themes of compact city development and low-carbon development. Dialogue cities are 
paired with a partner city based on similarities in thematic interests, experiences, and goals. 

Between August 2015 and February 2016, city delegations attend three working meetings together 
and two field visits with their partner city. The goal of the exchange is for participating cities to 
collaborate and learn from one another based on their self-selected priorities.

Project facilitators

ICLEI World Secretariat
Mr. Santhosh Kodukula
Project Manager
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany

Tel: +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org

ICLEI Japan Office
Ms. Michie Kishigami
Senior Program Advisor
Shimbashi SY Building 4F
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003

Tel: +81 3-6205-8415



Växjö in brief
Växjö is the administrative, cultural, and industrial center of Kronoberg 
County, located in the middle of the south of Sweden. The City is 
renowned for its environmental policy – it has been awarded several 
international awards for its environmental work. The BBC described 
Växjö as “the greenest city in Europe,” a phrase which has become the 
city’s slogan.

Växjö has a growth rate comparable to Sweden’s major cities – it 
expects its population to grow by 30,000 before 2030. Accordingly, 
there are large-scale plans for residential building construction 
in the City to accommodate this growth. Växjö’s rich and diverse 
business environment, which includes some 8000 businesses in a 
dynamic mix of size and sectors, is also expecting growth. The City 
has approximately 600 businesses within the IT sector. Other growing 
sectors include building and construction, tourism, and logistics. Facts & figures

Population (year) / Land area
87,000 (2015) / 30 km2

Municipal budget (year)
500 million EUR (2014)

Mayor and term
Mr. Bo Frank
January 1 2015 - December 31 
2018

Website
www.vaxjo.se

Project partner city
Shimokawa, Japan

ICLEI member since 1999

Växjö, Sweden

produced within the
EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy

The Greenest City in Europe, aiming to be fossil 
fuel-free by 2030

Sustainability profile
In 1996, the City of Växjö decided unanimously to become fossil fuel 
free. The City’s 2014 Environmental Programme target is to eliminate 
the use of all fossil fuels in the town by 2030. All fuels from finite 
resources that cause emissions and climate change are to be phased 
out and replaced by fuels that are gentler on the environment. Växjö 
is the first local government body in the world to have taken such 
strong and decisive measures against fossil fuels.

In March 2015, Växjö mayor Bo Frank issued a declaration which 
urges the Swedish Government and European local authorities to 
take meaningful action to go fossil fuel free. The Växjö Declaration is a 
collaboration between the City of Växjö, Linnaeus University, and the 
green regional business network Sustainable Småland. By outlining 
the substantial measures the City of Växjö has already undertaken 
and then listing tangible actions that they wish to see the Swedish 
Government and European local authorities take, the Declaration 
aims to inspire significant policy changes in the regions that can best 
use the City as a reference.
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Thematic priorities for the exchange

Low-carbon development
Over the course of the last 20 years the City of Växjö has successfully 
decreased its fossil CO2 emissions by 47%. The City of Växjö’s goal 
is to be fossil fuel free by 2030. It has already implemented a 
working CHP-plant for district heating, district cooling and electricity 
production with 100% biomass.

The City’s next challenge is to to develop a fossil fuel free city with 
a strong, sustainable transport system. In Växjö, cars are still a 
relatively common mode of transportation. The City is interested in 
developing a transport system that will allow citizens to conveniently 
and safely move around the city without the use of vehicles powered 
by fossil fuels. Växjö has adopted a transport plan with 52 measures 
and now needs action to change more trips to public transports and 
bicycles instead of cars.

Växjö is interested in becoming an integral node of Sweden’s 
longterm plan for an improved national rapid train system. The City 
believes both Växjö and Sweden can learn from Japan regarding 
this issue. Växjö is particularly interested in discussing fossil fuel-
free city development and sustainable transport with other project 
cities.

Key contact

Mr. Jan Johansson
Energy Manager, Strategic Planning, 
Executive Office
City of Växjö 
Västra Esplanaden, Box 1222 

S-35 112 Växjö, Sweden

Tel: +46 470 432 76
Email: jan.johansson3@vaxjo.se

Project team

Municipal coordinators
Mr. Jan Johansson (first meeting)
Energy Manager, Strategic Planning, 
Executive Office

Mrs. Julia Ahlrot (second and 
third meeting)
Environment strategy manager, City 
of Växjö

Working group members
Ms. Anneli Ekstedt
Environmental Manager, 
Environment and Health Department, 
City of Växjö

Ms. Ida Ström
Environment Consultant, Sweco

Mr. Krushna Mahapatra
Associate Professor, Linnaeus 
University

Mr. Henrik Johansson
Urban planner, City of Växjö

Mr. Johan Thorsell
Business Support Manager, 
Sustainable Småland

July 2015

The World Cities project, funded by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), is a facilitated dialogue among cities in the European 
Union and specific partnering countries. World Cities exchanges are currently being executed 
in cooperation with the national bodies of Canada, China, India, and Japan. The ICLEI World 
Secretariat is responsible for organizing and executing the exchanges with Japanese and 
Canadian cities.

In the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 2015-2016, facilitated by ICLEI, four 
Japanese and four European cities discuss and collaborate on actions connected to the project’s 
central themes of compact city development and low-carbon development. Dialogue cities are 
paired with a partner city based on similarities in thematic interests, experiences, and goals. 

Between August 2015 and February 2016, city delegations attend three working meetings 
together and two field visits with their partner city. The goal of the exchange is for participating 
cities to collaborate and learn from one another based on their self-selected priorities.

Project facilitators
ICLEI World Secretariat
Mr. Santhosh Kodukula
Project Manager
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany

Tel: +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00

Email: eu-cities@iclei.org

ICLEI Japan Office
Ms. Michie Kishigami
Senior Program Advisor
Shimbashi SY Building 4F
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003

Tel: +81 3-6205-8415
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Shimokawa field visit itinerary  
Version after successful completion of the meeting 
 

Tuesday, 1 September 2015 

Hotel: Asahikawa Grand Hotel 

Arrive in Asahikawa, stay overnight in Asahikawa Grand Hotel 

 

Wednesday, 2 September 2015 

Hotel: Gomi Onsen 

Morning 
 Leave for Shimokawa 

 Courtesy call to the Mayor 

Afternoon 

 Town forest 

 Forest owners’ cooperative charcoal plant 

 Fuel wood material production plant 

 Town Hall district heating system 

 Fuel wood biomass boiler 

 First social gathering with Town staff (Shimokawa citizens are 
also invited)  

Evening   Dinner hosted by city 

Thursday, 3 September 2015 
Hotel: Asahikawa Grand Hotel   

Morning 
 Eco-house Mikuwa 

 Forest environment education program LEAF  

Afternoon 

 Lunch 

 Ichino-hashi Bio Village 

 Exchange meeting at Town Hall 

 Leave Shimokawa (accommodation in Asahikawa) 

Friday, 4 September 

Morning  Depart for Växjö 
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Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Shimokawa is Michie Kishigami. 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
  
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Japan Office 
Michie Kishigami 
Senior Program Advisor 
Shimbashi SY Building 4F 
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku 
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003 
  
Tel: (+81) 3-6205-8415 
Fax: (+81) 3-6205-8416  

 



Toyama in brief
Toyama City lies along the coast of the Sea of Japan. Its city area 
encompasses a diverse range of geographies, from its coastal beaches 
to the Tateyama mountain range with peaks 3,000 meters above. 

Toyama has been a prefectural capital since the Meiji era. While the 
city center experienced catastrophic damage during WWII air strikes 
in 1945, improvements in urban infrastructure and progress in the 
industrial economy have helped Toyama develop into a leading 
industrial and commercial city. 

The City’s main industry is manufacturing, including pharmaceutical 
products, industrial machinery, and precision electronic parts. Its 
pharmaceutical industry leads the nation in terms of its production 
output. 

Facts & figures

Population (year) / Land area
422,000 (2010) / 1,241 km2

Municipal budget (year)
156.2 billion JPY (2014)

Mayor and term
Mr. Masashi Mori
April 24 2013 - April 23 2017

Website
http://www.city.toyama.toyama.
jp/

Project partner city
Burgas, Bulgaria

Toyama, Japan

produced within the
EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy

Working toward community revitalization and better 
public transportation through compact city planning

Sustainability profile
Toyama is promoting the development of a compact city with a 
strong public transportation system by concentrating housing 
and city functions, including commercial, medical, welfare, and 
cultural facilities, along public transit lines. The City aims to create 
an environment in which important municipal functions are within 
walking distance of one another. 

Toyama has implemented a number of measures and policies 
to achieve its goal of a compact city, and they have resulted in 
considerable success. Toyama was the first city in Japan to develop 
a full-scale light rail transit (LRT) system. The City has continued to 
develop its LRT in addition to  other modes of public transportation.  
It also has worked to revitalize its city center and actively promote the 
development of housing along public transportation lines. Its work in 
public transportation development and compact city planning have 
garnered recognition and praise from national projects such as the 
Japanese government’s Future City initiative and from international 
organizations such as the OECD.
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Thematic priorities for the exchange
Compact city development
Toyama believes compact city policies which concentrate urban 
functions such as housing and commercial or cultural facilities along 
transportation lines present the best way for them to address the 
challenge of managing a sustainable city in the face of population aging 
and decline. It was recognized as a leading city in the area of compact 
city policies by the OECD in 2012, and it has been actively collaborating 
with the OECD and participating in international conferences regarding 
these issues.

Toyama’s compact city development plan consists of three core 
policies:

• Revitalization of public transportation: Toyama plans to expand 
its LRT network and encourage modal shift through continued 
improvement of its bus and train systems to create a more 
walkable city. 

• Promotion of housing near public transportation lines: Toyama is 
promoting housing development in the city center as well as along 
public transportation lines in tandem with the revitalization of 
public transportation. Toyama is guiding housing to the city core 
and the “public transportation line housing promotion area” by 
providing financial assistance to developers and homebuyers.

• Revitalization of the city center: Toyama is developing a Central 
City Area Revitalization Plan to effectively concentrate public 
transportation and city functions in the City center. The City 
is currently executing projects related to facility management 
(measures regarding public facilities and city functions), 
repurposing vacant buildings as medical and care facilities, 
revitalization through the creation of new local specialty products, 
and supporting its elderly citizens.

Through the EU-Japan Dialogue, Toyama hopes to learn from other 
cities’ initiatives while promoting the City’s measures in order to 
improve its urban policies and model of sustainable city management. 

Key contact
Mr. Tomoaki Hori
Section Chief of General Affairs and 
Coordination, Urban Policy Division, 
Urban Development Department
7-38 Shin Sakuramachi
Toyama-shi, Toyama-ken
Japan 930-8510

Email: hori.tomoaki@city.toyama.lg.jp

First working 
meeting participants

Mr. Jun Nakamura
Vice Mayor, City of Toyama

Mr. Nagahito Takamori
Vice Director, Urban Development 
Department

July 2015

The World Cities project, funded by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Regional 
and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), is a facilitated dialogue among cities in the European Union and 
specific partnering countries. World Cities exchanges are currently being executed in cooperation 
with the national bodies of Canada, China, India, and Japan. The ICLEI World Secretariat is 
responsible for organizing and executing the exchanges with Japanese and Canadian cities.

In the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 2015-2016, facilitated by ICLEI, four 
Japanese and four European cities discuss and collaborate on actions connected to the project’s 
central themes of compact city development and low-carbon development. Dialogue cities are 
paired with a partner city based on similarities in thematic interests, experiences, and goals. 

Between August 2015 and February 2016, city delegations attend three working meetings 
together and two field visits with their partner city. The goal of the exchange is for participating 
cities to collaborate and learn from one another based on their self-selected priorities.

Project facilitators

ICLEI World Secretariat
Mr. Santhosh Kodukula
Project Manager
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany

Tel: +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org

ICLEI Japan Office
Ms. Michie Kishigami
Senior Program Advisor
Shimbashi SY Building 4F
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003

Tel: +81 3-6205-8415



Burgas in brief
Burgas is positioned on the Black Sea Coast, at the eastern border 
of the European Union. It is the fourth largest city and the fastest 
developing city in Bulgaria, and second in terms of economic 
potential after the capital city of Sofia. The City is an important 
industrial, cultural, and administrative center of the south-east 
region of Bulgaria. It also serves as an important commercial and 
transport hub, with an international airport that handles more than 
2.5 million passengers annually and one of the biggest ports on the 
Black Sea Coast.  

Burgas is located close to the largest complex of coastal lakes in 
Bulgaria. The total area of the lakes amounts to 95 km², of which 
33 km² are declared or proposed protected areas. In addition to 
substantial natural resources such as fish, game, sea salt, and cure 
mud which are important to the local economy, the lakes are also 
known for their exceptional biodiversity.

Facts & figures

Population (year) / Land area
213,000 (2011) / 254 km2

Municipal budget (year)
330 million BGN (2014)

Mayor and term
Mr. Dimitar Nikolov
October 25 2011 - October 30 
2015

Website
www.burgas.bg

Project partner city
Toyama, Japan

ICLEI member since 1994

Burgas, Bulgaria

produced within the
EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy

A hub in Southeastern Europe further developing its public 
transportation network and reducing carbon emissions.

Sustainability profile
Burgas’ plans for continued development are grounded in an 
understanding of balanced regional development that promotes 
economic, social and environmental sustainability. The City’s 
program for the protection of the environment states that the 
strategic objective of the Municipality is to improve citizens’ health 
and quality of life by providing a supportive environment, preserving 
local biodiversity, and ensuring sustainable management of the 
environment.

Burgas’ current plan for environmental preservation focuses on 
improvement of municipal waste management, restoration and 
conservation of biodiversity, shore protection and erosion control, 
and the introduction of a monitoring system for the environment 
sector.
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Thematic priorities for the exchange

Compact city development
Demographic processes in Burgas are characterized by a continuing decline 
and aging of the population - people aged 0-14 make up only 14% of the 
City’s population, and 36% of Burgas citizens are over the age of 50. In 
recognition of this demographic shift, Burgas has extensively outlined plans 
to better ensure the social welfare of its citizens. 

Burgas is currently interested in regenerating and repurposing its old 
industrial zones and unused residential buildings in order to strengthen 
its City area and stop the process of expansion. Burgas is also interested 
in improving the service provided by its public transportation network and 
would like to look into the role “smart city” strategies and e-services can 
play in municipal development. Burgas looks forward to working with and 
learning from other project cities in these areas.

Low-carbon development
Burgas has undertaken a number of projects for the implementation of 
energy efficiency measures in public buildings. It is currently implementing 
a large-scale urban transport project - activities include the introduction of 
new low-emission buses and a Bus Rapid Transit route (BRT).

In addition to its municipal-level initiatives, Burgas is active in EU low-
carbon initiatives. When it joined the Covenant of Mayors in 2009, the City 
committed to reducing CO2 emissions at least 20% by 2020; it reached this 
reduction goal within two years. Burgas became part of the Mayors Adapt 
initiative in 2014, and in 2015 Burgas signed the Green Digital Charter 
and became the first Southeastern European city to join the European 
Commission’s Eurocities network.

In 2011, Burgas developed and adopted the “Strategy for Sustainable Energy 
Development of the Municipality 2011 – 2020.” This strategy aims to improve 
institutional capacity, promote the use of best practices and innovative 
technologies, and support and encourage green private investment.

Burgas looks forward to sharing its successes and plans with other cities in 
the exchange.

Key contact

Ms. Maya Velcheva
Director, European Policies and 
Programs Directorate
3 Kliment Ohridski Str.
Burgas, Bulgaria

Tel: +359 56 84 11 64
Email: m.velcheva@burgas.bg

Project team

Municipal coordinator
Ms. Maya Velcheva
Director, European Policies and 
Programs Directorate

Working group members
Dr. Loris Manuelyan
Deputy Mayor of Health Care, Social 
Activities, and Sport

Ms. Atanaska Nikolova
Deputy Mayor of European Policies 
and Environment

Ms. Snezhana Atanasova
Director, Social Assistance Agency

Ms. Veselina Petovka-Ilieva
Director/Chief Architect, Spatial 
Planning Directorate

July 2015

The World Cities project, funded by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Regional 
and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), is a facilitated dialogue among cities in the European Union and specific 
partnering countries. World Cities exchanges are currently being executed in cooperation with the 
national bodies of Canada, China, India, and Japan. The ICLEI World Secretariat is responsible for 
organizing and executing the exchanges with Japanese and Canadian cities.

In the EU-Japan Municipal Dialogue on Urban Policy 2015-2016, facilitated by ICLEI, four Japanese 
and four European cities discuss and collaborate on actions connected to the project’s central themes of 
compact city development and low-carbon development. Dialogue cities are paired with a partner city 
based on similarities in thematic interests, experiences, and goals. 

Between August 2015 and February 2016, city delegations attend three working meetings together and 
two field visits with their partner city. The goal of the exchange is for participating cities to collaborate 
and learn from one another based on their self-selected priorities.

Project facilitators

ICLEI World Secretariat
Mr. Santhosh Kodukula
Project Manager
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany

Tel: +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org

ICLEI Japan Office
Ms. Michie Kishigami
Senior Program Advisor
Shimbashi SY Building 4F
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003

Tel: +81 3-6205-8415



World Cities Project  

EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development 

  

 

41 

Toyama field visit itinerary  
Version after successful completion of the meeting 
 

Tuesday, 1 September 2015 

19:00 – 21:00  Welcome dinner with city officials and staff 

 

Wednesday, 2 September 2015 

Morning 

 09:30  Courtesy call to the Mayor 

 10:05  Explanation of the City’s policies and measures 
    Exchange meeting with city representatives 

Afternoon 

 12:00  Lunch 

 13:00  Ride on the LRT and visit:  
                  Iwase District Tour 
                  Fugan Kansui Water Park (http://www.kansui-park.jp/) 
                  Grand Plaza (http://www.grandplaza.jp/index.html) 

           Kadokawa Care Prevention Center  

Evening   18:00  Dinner with city representatives and other stakeholders 

Thursday, 3 September 2015 

Morning 
 09:30  Presentation by and exchange with city stakeholders 

With Toyama Light Rail & MCDecaux (bus stop design firm) 

Afternoon 

 12:00  Lunch 

 13:00  Toyama Castle Park 
           Toyama Glass Art Museum  
           (http://www.toyama-glass-art-museum.jp/top.html) 

Friday, 4 September 

Morning 
 09:50  Josai Park Small Hydroelectic Generation Plant 

           Oyama Shrine 
           Tateyama Ski Area (via gondola) 

 Afternoon 
 13:10  Lunch 

 14:40  Depart for Tokyo (14:40 Toyama  17:12 Tokyo) 
 

  

http://www.kansui-park.jp/
http://www.grandplaza.jp/index.html
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Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Toyama is Masumi Kikkawa. 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
  
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Japan Office 
Michie Kishigami 
Senior Program Advisor 
Shimbashi SY Building 4F 
1-14-2 Nishi-shimbashi, Minato-ku 
Tokyo, Japan 105-0003 
  
Tel: (+81) 3-6205-8415 
Fax: (+81) 3-6205-8416  
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