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The EU-Canada Cooperation on Urban Policy 
How much can eight cities - four from Europe and four from Canada - possibly have in common?

If the First Working Meeting of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation is any indication, then the answer is 
“plenty!” For although they are separated by an ocean and possess disparate histories of development, the 
eight delegations which met for the first time in Toronto, Canada on 6 July 2015 demonstrated that they are 
very much alike in at least one important detail: their commitment to a sustainable urban future. 

The five day duration of the First Working Meeting allowed the eight delegations which comprise the 
Cooperation to participate in an innovative framework for peer-to-peer cooperation. The first two days of 
the Cooperation were held in Toronto, where the eight delegations exchanged knowledge in an example of 
‘cities-to-cities’ cooperation. Here the participants presented a selection of the initiatives and projects which 
have made them each recognized civic leaders in sustainability. Following these two days, the eight cities 
broke into four pairings and engaged in ‘city-to-city’ cooperation in the form of field visits. Each European 
delegation visited a Canadian partner and engaged in an interactive, on-the-ground knowledge exchange. 

This report highlights the outcomes of the first of the three working meetings which will take place during the 
EU-Canada Cooperation on Urban Policy.

The city pairings

To carry out the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation, four cities were selected from both Canada and the 
EU. These eight cities were then sorted into four city pairings, which were created in reflection of the potential 
that each pairing has to collaborate on sustainability initiatives. The four city pairings are: 

• Hannover, Germany & Ottawa, Canada
• Tallinn, Estonia & Halifax, Canada

• Almada, Portugal & Saanich, Canada
• Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain & Edmonton, Canada

The core themes 

To most efficiently facilitate dialogue within the Cooperation, three central themes for collaboration were 
identified by ICLEI & DG REGIO. These three themes, around which each city delegation organized their 
application for participation in the Cooperation, are: 

• ecosystem services • low carbon development • climate change resilience and adaptation

The delegations

Each delegation included a multi-disciplinary field of local sustainability specialists from a wide range of cultures, 
vocations, and environments. As a result, the First Working Meeting brought together the unique perspectives 
and expertise of elected officials, administrators, engineers, planners, researchers, scientists, media and 
communications specialists, and more. 
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“If you have a workable solution,  
you can do a heck of a lot.”

Dr. Ronald Hall, Principal Advisor, DG REGIO

Cities-to-cities... city-to-city
What happened in Toronto over 6-7 July 2015?

During the two days of discussions in Toronto, each city delegation briefly presented an overview of the work 
they have been doing in relation to the three core themes of the Cooperation. 

These presentations, which were supplemented by a series of talks from a panel of Canadian experts on 
governance, climate change, community energy and sustainable urban policy, immediately served to establish 
common ground between the eight delegations. Although every city present is dealing with a particular context 
for action - with unique geography, governance framework, and history of development - the fundamental 
challenges to sustainable local action are often the same: limited financial resources and capacity. 

Another commonality between the participating cities is the overarching political context within which each 
delegation works. Issues surrounding energy costs, health, education and employment rates often take priority 
at the state or national level - a reality in both Canada and Europe. As a result, the conversations concerning 
sustainable urban areas and environmental challenges are frequently being led by local governments.

What’s more, the scope of sustainable urban policy is diverse; while energy efficient urban design might be a 
priority in one region, adapting to sea-level rise may be a priority in another. 

It is for these reasons that collaboration at the local government level is essential. When everyone’s budgets 
are stretched, local governments need to be able to implement effectively. One way of doing this is by 
investigating if initiatives in one city could potentially be adapted and replicated in another. The presentations 
and discussions over the two days in Toronto - ‘cities-to-cities’ cooperation in action - was the first step in the 
EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation to effective collaboration and implementation. 

How does city-to-city cooperation work?

The premise behind city-to-city cooperation is that by 
creating an environment within which municipalities 
can define their challenges and pool their expertise, 
local government actors will be able to work together to 
create locally applicable solutions. The success of city-to-
city cooperation thus depends on knowledge transfer, 
and functions through the exchange of the operational 
experience and policy competence held by city practitioners 
and local stakeholders. 

The final three days of the First Working Meeting, July 8-10 
2015, were an opportunity to see ‘city-to-city’ cooperation 
at work. Each Canadian delegation organized a schedule of 
presentations, workshops, and technical site visits for their 
European partner. This allowed each host delegation to 
demonstrate their activities and achievements within the 
three thematic areas of the Cooperation. 

The following pages list the ‘outcomes’ of these field visits: 
a combination of sustainability ‘highlights’ - topics, projects, 
presentations, and initiatives of note which were profiled 
during each respective field visit - as well as action items 
listed by thematic area, which each city pairing has agreed 
to collaborate on further.
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Edmonton, Canada & Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain
Edmonton and Vitoria-Gasteiz established the following action items within the three Cooperation themes:

Climate change resilience and adaptation

The City of Edmonton has a progressive Transportation Master Plan, yet despite progress on bicycle infrastructure 
and a growing LRT system, modal split remains a challenge. Winter is a particularly difficult time for sustainable 
transportation, although this is improved by 13 km of indoor pedestrian infrastructure that connects several key 
locations within the City. 

Action item: Vitoria-Gasteiz will prepare presentations for knowledge exchange on several of the sustainable 
transportation initiatives that helped it become the European Green Capital in 2012, including its BRT system 
and sustainable mobility and public space strategy in Vitoria-Gasteiz.

Ecosystem services 
Various ongoing ecosystem service and green infrastructure projects being implemented by the city of Edmonton 
were presented by several members of the City’s planning department. The delegation from Vitoria-Gasteiz was 
given a tour of sites which exhibit how Edmonton is integrating Green Infrastructure into urban design through 
the inclusion of solutions such as wildlife passages, bioswales, and green corridors.

Action item: As Vitoria-Gasteiz and Edmonton have both made significant accomplishments in integrating Green 
Infrastructure into urban design, both delegations felt that there was a strong basis for further collaboration 
and knowledge sharing in this area. To support this, members of the Vitoria Gasteiz planning department will 
present their approach to green infrastructure, including urban agriculture and landscape restoration, in the 
Second Working Meeting. 

Low carbon development

Mr. Jim Andrais from the City of Edmonton discussed potential areas for collaboration and capacity building 
between the two cities relating to climate change mitigation and low-carbon development. These include 
governance structures and the implementation of energy efficiency retrofit programs. Members from the City of 
Vitoria-Gasteiz were interested in triple-bottom-line economic evaluation, as well as strategies for maintaining 
high-level guidance and management.

Action item: Edmonton is interested in learning more about Vitoria-Gasteiz’s energy efficiency initiatives, the 
work it is doing to retrofit existing neighborhoods and buildings, and its strategy for decreasing the emissions 
produced by local industries. To share their knowledge, Vitoria-Gasteiz is preparing presentations on energy 
efficiency retrofit projects and local approaches to sustainability for the Second Working Meeting. 

Please visit pages 16 - 22 to see the city profiles of Edmonton & Vito-
ria-Gasteiz as well as the field visit itinerary for this exchange.

To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download the city profiles, 
please visit our website: canada.world-cities.eu
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Saanich, Canada & Almada, Portugal 
Saanich and Almada established the following action items within the three Cooperation themes:

Climate change resilience and adaptation

Sea level rise is a major concern for the District of Saanich, with projected sea level rise between .17m - .94m 
by 2080, according to Saanich’s most recent Climate Change Adaptation Plan (the first adaptation plan on 
Vancouver Island). In light of this, the District Planning Department has made working with property owners in 
sea level rise threatened areas to increase resiliency to storm events a priority. 

Similarly, Almada is facing challenges to coastal management at Fonte da Telha, a very popular beach area and 
fragile coastal dune system which lies between Almada’s famous Fossil Cliff and the Atlantic Ocean. The area 
experiences considerable problems with illegal housing, and is also facing threats from natural hazards such as 
flooding and coastal erosion of the beach and dune areas, and instability and mass wasting of the Fossil Cliff. 

Action item: Almada will facilitate a field visit to Fonte da Telha during  the Second Working Meeting, where coastal 
management will be discussed further. If significant benefit is experienced during this knowledge exchange, the 
potential of a long-term knowledge exchange on coastal management will be explored.

Ecosystem services 
During the First Working Meeting, Saanich presented the ‘Bowker Creek Blueprint’, a 100-year vision for the 
restoration of the Bowker Creek watershed. The initiative is a unique, multi-jurisdictional approach to watershed 
restoration. Almada sits on the largest aquifer in Iberia, and correspondingly places significant emphasis on 
strong freshwater management to keep the aquifer balanced in the face of excessive paving and sealing of 
otherwise permeable surfaces, saline intrusion, and illegal access to water. 

Action item: The City Council of Almada has received a copy of the ‘Bowker Creek Blueprint’ policy document and 
vision book, and the delegations have agreed to make freshwater management a major focus of the Second 
Meeting, during which Mrs. Adriane Pollard of Saanich will present on watershed restoration and Bowker Creek. 

Low carbon development

Almada has achieved excellent success in its relationship with the Municipal Energy Agency of Almada (AGENEAL), 
a private non-profit association which provides consultation towards increasing energy efficiency and improving 
renewable energy use in the municipality of Almada. AGENEAL Director, Mr. Carlos Souza, was present for the 
Saanich visit, and provided an introduction into how the association advises the City Council of Almada. 

Action item: Mr. Mark Boysen of Saanich expressed strong interest in learning more about how AGENEAL 
functions, its legal relationship to the City Council of Almada, and whether it might be possible to create an 
analogous structure for retrofitting which could assist and advise the District of Saanich. AGENEAL has shared 
policy documents with Saanich, and will dedicate several hours during the Second Working Meeting to present 
further on the workings of the Municipal Energy Agency. 

Please visit pages 23 - 29 to see the city profiles of Saanich & Almada as well 
as the field visit itinerary for this exchange.

To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download the city profiles, 
please visit our website: canada.world-cities.eu
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Ottawa, Canada & Hannover, Germany 
Ottawa and Hannover established the following action items within two of the three Cooperation themes:

Climate change resilience and adaptation

A high priority within the City of Ottawa is adapting to an increased amount of climate-change induced ‘flash-
flooding’. A Wet Weather Protection Plan – with new programming, capacity management, and flood control – 
has been put in place, however dealing with flood reduction, particularly as it relates climate change and urban 
sprawl, is a major focus for the City. 

Action item: The City of Hannover will provide an internal contact with expertise on sewage management as it 
relates to resilience and adaptation, and can prepare a presentation for the City of Ottawa on this subject. The 
City of Hannover is very interested in learning more about urban resilience, and has highlighted this as an area 
for potential future collaboration and learning.

Low carbon development

The City of Ottawa has placed a focus on green buildings: 20 city buildings now meet the LEED Gold standard. 
This is an area in which the City would like to continue to improve, and is a topic where the City of Hannover 
has excelled. Several other topics were discussed under the banner of low carbon deveopment which align with 
projects underway in Hannover, including renewable energy, hydro, co-operatives, and transportation.

Action item: Mr. Rainer Könerding has agreed to prepare a presentation in Hannover on instruments for energy 
performance rating which can potentially augment the green building movement currently underway in the City 
of Ottawa. The City of Hannover is very interested in learning more about district energy, and has highlighted 
this as an area for potential collaboration and knowledge exchange. Hannover will also schedule a site visit to 
the district of Kronsberg, where an energy efficient natural gas-fired district heating system heats the homes of 
7,500 residents. 

”When you set yourself a target that‘s 100 
percent [renewable energy], that‘s a holy 
smokes moment of ‘What? You’ve got to be 
kidding. You can‘t do that!’ 

To which I respond, ‘Yeah, if you can‘t do it, 
then why can I list off a number of German 
municipalities that have already done it?”

David Chernushenko, Councillor, City of Ottawa

Please visit pages 30 - 36 to see the city profiles of Ottawa & Hannover as 
well as the field visit itinerary for this exchange.

To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download the city profiles, 
please visit our website: canada.world-cities.eu
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Halifax, Canada & Tallinn, Estonia 
Halifax and Tallinn established the following action items within two of the three Cooperation themes:

Climate change resilience and adaptation

Over the course of the two-day meetings in Halifax, equal emphasis was placed on climate change adaptation and 
resilience efforts in Halifax. The three main highlights under this exchange theme were the Nova Scotia Climate 
Change Directorate, discussion around sea-level rise and the impact of flooding, and improving stakeholder 
enagement; specifically, developing a more effective strategy for communicating scientific information. 

Action item: Although interested in sea-level rise, Tallinn is actually 
experiencing the opposite challenge: the ground in Tallinn is 
subsiding. Neverthless, as a maritime city, Tallinn is interested 
in further discussing coastal management and adaptation, and 
will prepare a presentation about national climate adaptation 
strategy (which is currently being drafted). 

Low carbon development

During the field visit, Halifax showcased how it is moving toward 
a smaller carbon footprint and better energy efficiency through 
a strong commitment to renewables. Halifax faces challenges in 
regard to making changes to the building code, discussed the 
challenges of making changes to the building code (which is not 
set at the local government level). This notion was surprising to 
the Tallinn delegation, as in many European countries building 
codes are a key mechanism through which energy efficiency 
improvements can be made. 

Action item: The Tallinn delegation is excited to present its own low 
carbon and renewable energy initiatives, including its innovative 
“free public transportation strategy”, which has decreased car 
use by approximately 15 percent. It is also preparing to make a series of presentations on urban sprawl. 

“[At Alderney 5] we super chill a rock and ice mass under the parking lot there, right by the ferry 
terminal and we super chill it during the winter months so that we can use that for cooling our 
buildings all through the summer.”
     
     Shannon Miedema, Environmental Protection Officer, City of Halifax

Please visit pages 37 - 43 to see the city profiles of Halifax and Tallinn as 
well as the field visit itinerary for this exchange.

To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download the city profiles, 
please visit our website: canada.world-cities.eu



EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation - Outcomes of the First Working Meeting                              canada.world-cities.eu

ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability is an international association of local governments implementing sustainable 
development. ICLEI’s mission is to build and serve a worldwide movement of local governments to achieve tangible 
improvements in global sustainability with special focus on environmental conditions through cumulative local actions. 

In October 2014, ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability was awarded the tender for two segments of the World Cities: EU-Third 
Countries Cooperation on Urban Development, identified as the EU-Japan Urban Policy Dialogue and the EU-Canada Urban Policy 
Cooperation, awarded by the Directorate General of Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO) of the European Commission. 

Published by ICLEI World Secretariat. Kaiser-Friedrich-Stra e 7, 53113 Bonn, Germany
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org
Photo credit: Liisa Puusepp; Kerli Kirsimaa; Santhosh Kodukula; Michael Dean; Dave Dodge 

 ICLEI October 2015

The road to the Second Working Meeting
Keeping the momentum

In the interim between the First and Second Working Meetings of the exchange, ICLEI has developed, designed, 
and is maintaining an online platform for the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation (canada.world-cities.eu). 
This resource hosts profiles of each of the eight participating municipalities and will detail the work being done 
in each city in regard to each of the core themes of the Cooperation. 

The online platform also incorporates an interactive forum which can be used by the members of the participating 
delegations to collaborate and communicate during the interim periods between the First Working Meeting and 
Second Working Meeting, and between the Second Working Meeting and Third Working Meeting. 

To advance the knowledge being shared during the Cooperation, and ensure that it does not only benefit the 
cities involved, ICLEI is systematically documenting and disseminating its content and proceedings. Best practice 
examples of sustainable urban policy success in each of the eight delegation municipalities will be captured in a 
series of case stories and disseminated publically on the ICLEI global web portal.

The Second Working Meeting

The Second Working Meeting of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation will be held during 19-23 October, 
2015 in the 2012 European Green Capital: Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain. The Second Working Meeting will follow the 
structure of the First Working Meeting, with all eight delegations meeting together for two days of presentations 
and discussions in Vitoria-Gasteiz. Following these two days, all three day field visits will be carried out in each: 
Tallinn, Estonia; Hannover, Germany; Almada, Portugal; and Vitoria-Gasteiz.

Annexes: Included in this report is the Agenda of the First Working Meeting; EU-Canada Exchange: First Working Meeting Participant 
List; the field visit itineraries from Edmonton, Saanich, Ottawa, and Halifax; and the city profiles for each of the eight cities. 
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First Working Meeting Agenda of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation 

 
Agenda First Working Meeting of the 
EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation 

 5 – 10 July 2015 
 

 
x 5 July: Participants arrive in Toronto (optional cocktail in hotel lounge). 
x 6 July: Working meeting day 1 
x 7 July: Working meeting day 2 
x 8-10 July: Field visits in respective partner cities. 

 
This is the first of three working meetings within the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation. The 
objective of this first working meeting is to facilitate mutual understanding and generate a 
collaborative approach among participants from the eight Canadian and European cities in a way 
that will set the tone for the Cooperation. Please note that all activities and communications will be 
conducted in English.  
 
Delegations from participating cities:  
 

Canadian European City Pairings  
Halifax (Nova Scotia) Tallinn (Estonia) 
Saanich (British Columbia) Almada (Portugal) 
Edmonton (Alberta) Vitoria-Gasteiz (Spain) 
Ottawa (Ontario) Hannover (Germany) 
 
Delegation from project partners 
DG REGIO Delegation 
ICLEI World Secretariat and ICLEI Canada Office 
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First Working Meeting Agenda of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation 

Toronto, Canada July 5 - 7th, 2015 

ALT Hotel Toronto Pearson, 6080 Viscount Road, Mississauga, ON, L4V 0A1 

Sunday, 05 July 2015 

All city delegations arrive in Toronto throughout evening 

19.00 - 21.00 
Altcetera 
lounge, ALT 
Hotel  

Informal get together 

Join us for an optional drink at the hotel lounge, if your jetlag will allow for it! 

 

Monday, 06 July 2015 

8.15 – 9.00 Continental breakfast 

9.00 – 10.00 Welcome from the organizers 

Welcome message from organizers and brief exercise to introduce participants and get to know 
one another. 

Speakers:  
x Santhosh Kodukula, Project Manager, World Cities Project,  

ICLEI World Secretariat 
x Megan Meaney, Director, ICLEI Canada  

10.00 – 10.30 
 
 

Exchange overview  – World Cities & the EU-Canada Cooperation 

DG REGIO will give an overview of the World Cities Project and the expectations of the 
European Commission through these exchanges and the future options for Canada.  

Speaker: 
x Dr. Ronald Hall, Principal Advisor, DG REGIO, European Commission, 

Brussels, Belgium 

10.30 – 11.00 Morning refreshment break 

11.00 – 13.00 
 
 

A Canadian approach to the cooperation themes 

Experts from across Canada will highlight developments and future plans on urban policy from 
across the country and how such plans and projects can transfer to the local level. 

Facilitator: Ewa Jackson, Manager, ICLEI Canada 
Presentations: 

x Sustainable community planning research 
Dr. Amelia Clarke, School of Environment, Enterprise and Development 
(SEED) University of Waterloo. 

x Green municipal fund and low carbon development  
Devin Causley, Manager, Climate Change Program, Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities 

x Smart energy planning  
Brent Gilmour, Executive Director, QUEST – Quality Urban Energy Systems of 
Tomorrow 
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First Working Meeting Agenda of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation 

 

Tuesday, 07 July 2015 

8 .15 – 9.00 Continental breakfast 

9.00 – 13.00 Advancements and challenges presentation & discussion 

x Climate resilience & adaptation 
Elizabeth Atkinson, Senior Policy Manager, Climate Change Impacts and 
Adaptation Division, Natural Resources Canada 

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch 

14.00-16.00 
 
 

Brief status of project cities in the thematic areas 

City representatives present their cities’ approaches to project themes (15 min each city with 
question and answer session) 

Moderator: Ronald Hall 
x Shannon Miedema, Environmental Performance Officer, Halifax 
x Tõnu Laasi, Leading Specialist, Environmental Unit, City of Tallinn, Estonia 
x Mark Brostrom, Director, City Environmental Strategies,  

City of Edmonton 
x Juan Carlos Escudero, Director, Environmental Studies Centre, Vitoria-Gasteiz 
x David Chernushenko, Councillor, City of Ottawa 
x Astrid Hoffmann-Kallen, Head of Climate Protection Unit, City of Hannover,  

Germany 
x Mark Boysen, Sustainability Coordinator, District of Saanich, Canada 
x Catarina Freitas, Head of Department, Sustainable Environmental 

Management and Planning, City of Almada 

16.00-16.30 Summary and overview of evening logistics 

17.00-22.00 

Dinner in downtown Toronto and optional sightseeing activities 
Dinner: 18.00 at Jack Astor’s, 73 Front Street East, Toronto, ON (Casual attire) 
Sightseeing Options (covered individually by participants, please confirm 
which you will attend before Monday’s lunch): 
1) CN Tower visit: Built in 1976, the CN Tower was the World’s Tallest Tower until 
2010. Take a tour and enjoy the view from this 553.33m vantage point.  
Cost: $35.00 
2) Bicycle Tour: Enjoy a guided tour of Toronto’s waterfront trail system. 
Approximately 90 minutes, participants should wear comfortable clothing  
Cost: $7.00 
3) Walking Tour: Walk to some of downtown Toronto’s key landmarks and learn a 
little about their history and modern usages. Stops include: City Hall, SkyDome, CN 
Tower, Eaton Centre, Queen Street West 
Cost: Free (will include time for local visiting and shopping) 
NOTE: Participants will travel on the Union-Pearson Express to/from downtown. All 
participants should plan to be on the UP Express before 22:30 as pre-purchased tickets 
will NOT be valid after this time. 
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First Working Meeting Agenda of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation 

 
(10.30-11.00 
Break) 

Cities will be split into groups based on their city pairings. Each group will be 
assigned an ICLEI representative to moderate the discussion and take notes. 
 
Part A – Identifying the Issues 
In a small group discussion formal, each city will present a summary of three 
successes they have achieved over the course of their work in the theme areas. They 
will also prepare a summary of the top three challenges they have faced and explain 
how/if they have overcome these challenges. 
 
Part B – And Moving Forward 
After identifying successes, challenges and opportunities, the part B discussion will 
focus on using a “nexus approach” to move forward on sustainability as an 
interdisciplinary issue. 

13.00-14.00 Lunch 

14.00-16.00 Planning session for the next two events and for communications  
in-between meetings 
Moderator:  Santhosh Kodukula, Project Manager, World Cities Project 

16.00-16.30 Closing 

17.30 Participant transfer to the respective partner cities 

 

 

Wednesday – Friday, 08 – 10 July 2015 

Overall structure of the field visits 

Though the structure of the field visit is decided by the hosting Canadian city, the following should 
give an idea of the field visits and how they will impact the future exchanges: 

x Representatives of the visiting EU city will be taken through the projects and activities that 
the Canadian city is doing in the selected thematic area.  

x Both partner cities will begin a work plan which includes a recap of what has been seen and 
identify areas for mutual knowledge exchange. 

x After the first exchange, and before the second meeting, the ICLEI representative in 
attendance shall document the exchange.  

x Following the first exchange, the partner cities shall share information virtually through an 
online platform, and ICLEI will facilitate the discussion among the partner cities.  

Further information: 
ICLEI World Secretariat 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
 
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Canada Office 
Megan Meaney 
Director, ICLEI Canada 
401 Richmond Street W. - Studio 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8 Canada 
 
Tel: 1-647/728-4308 
Fax: 1-416/642-0954 
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EU – Canada Exchange: First Working Meeting Participants 
 

A complete list of those that participated in the First Working Meeting in Toronto, Canada, 6 – 7 July 2015; 
and in Canadian partner cities, 8-10 July 2015.  

 
 

Delega- 
tion 

Given 
name 

Family name Organization name Position 

Almada 

Catarina Freitas City Council of Almada Head of Department 

Carlos Sousa City Council of Almada Director 

Nuno Lopes City Council of Almada 
Head of Division (Studies, 
Environmental Management 
and Energy) 

Saanich 

Mark Boysen District of Saanich Sustainability Coordinator 

Cameron Scott District of Saanich 
Manager of Community 
Planning 

Thomas Pedersen 
Pacific Institute for Climate 
Solutions 

Executive Director 

Tom Berkhout 
Community Social Planning 
Council of Greater Victoria 

Community Economic 
Development Program 
Manager 

Peter Sundberg City Green Solutions Executive Director 

Hannover 

Ute Heda City of Hannover Project Manager 

Astrid  
Hoffmann-
Kallen 

City of Hannover 
Head of Climate Protection 
Unit 

Rainer Konerding City of Hannover Project Manager 

Ottawa 

David Chernushenko City of Ottawa Councillor 

Lee Ann Snedden City of Ottawa 
Acting Chief, Development 
Review Services 

Janice Ashworth 
Ottawa Rewnewable Energy 
Co-op 

  

Roger Marsh Hydro Ottawa 
Chief Energy Management 
Officer 
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Jon Connor City of Ottawa 
Assistant to the Chair of the 
Environment Committee 

Tallinn 

Kerli Kirsimaa 
Stockholm Environment 
Institute Tallinn Centre 

Project Assistant 

Tõnu Laasi Tallinn City Government Leading Specialist 

Märt Holtsmann Tallinn City Government Head of Division 

Liisa Puusepp Tallinn University Researcher 

Mihkel Kangur Tallinn University Senior Reseracher/ Director 

Halifax 

Shannon Miedema 
Halifax Regional 
Municipality 

Environmental Performance 
Officer 

Jennifer Chapman 
Halifax Regional 
Municipality 

Planner 

Carl Purvis 
Halifax Regional 
Municipality 

Supervisor of Community 
Planning  

Andy  Boutilier 
Halifax Regional 
Municipality 

Asst. EMO Coordinator 

Eric  Rapaport Dalhousie University Professor 

Vitoria-
Gasteiz 

Juan 
Carlos 

Escudero 
Environmental Studies 
Centre 

Director 

Iñigo Bilbao 
City Council of Vitoria-
Gasteiz 

General Director 

Efrén Feliu Torres 
TECNALIA Reserach and 
Innovation 

Climate Change Manager 

Juan   Vilela Lozano 
City Council of Vitoria-
Gasteiz 

Director of Rural Area & 
Mountains 

Carlos Garbisu 
Niker-Basque Institute of 
Agricultural Research and 
Development  

Head of Department 

Edmonton 

Mark Brostrom City of Edmonton 
Director, City Environmental 
Strategies 

Grant Pearsell City of Edmonton 
Director, Parks and 
Biodiversity 

Trina Innes University of Alberta Chief Sustainability Officer 

Dave Dodge Green Energy Futures Producer 

Jason Unger Environmental Law Centre Staff Council 
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Canadian 
experts 

(present on 
6 July) 

Amelia  Clarke University of Waterloo 
Professor at the School of 
Environment, Enterprise and 
Development 

Devin Causley 
Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities 

Climate Change Program 

Brent Gilmour 
QUEST -  Qualify Urban 
Energy Systems of 
Tomorrow 

Executive Director 

Elizabeth Atkinson Natural Resources Canada Senior Policy Manager 

European 
Union 

Ronald Hall 
European Commission, DG 
REGIO 

Principal Advisor 

ICLEI 
Staff 

Megan  Meaney ICLEI Canada Director 

Ewa Jackson ICLEI Canada Manager 

Michael Dean ICLEI Canada Climate and Energy Planner 

Santhosh  Kodukula ICLEI World Secretariat Project Manager 

Michael  Woodbridge ICLEI World Secretariat Researcher 

Kristen  Körsgen ICLEI World Secretariat Project Administrator 

 



The City of Edmonton is the capital of the Canadian 
province of Alberta. It is located on the banks of the 
North Saskatchewan River, about 220 km east of the 
Rocky Mountains, with rich agricultural lands to the 
south and east and boreal forest to the north and west. 
Edmonton’s river valley constitutes the longest stretch 
of connected urban parkland in North America, and it 
has the highest amount of parkland per capita of any 
Canadian city. It hosts a year-round slate of festivals, 
reflected in the nickname “Canada’s Festival City”.  
Edmonton is growing fast - over the past two years, 
it has grown by 7.4% or more than 60,000 people. 
Edmonton also has significant economic diversity as a 
cultural, governmental and educational centre.

City Description

Sustainability Profile   
Edmonton has the greatest area of parkland per capita 
in Canada, and its North Saskatchewan River valley 
parks system is the longest stretch of connected urban 
parkland in North America.  
Non-renewable energy currently forms a key part of 
Edmonton’s economy, with conventional oil and gas 
throughout Alberta and significant tarsands deposits 
450 kilometers north in the Fort McMurray area.  The 
City’s Energy Transition Strategy is working toward 
reducing and replacing its dependence on coal, natural 
gas, and other unsustainable energy sources.

Population / Land area
878,000 / 684 km2

Municipal budget 
$2.3 billion 

Mayor
Mr. Don Iveson

Partner city
Vitoria-Gasteiz

Website
www.edmonton.ca

Facts & Figures

Edmonton, Canada

World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development

EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation

Project city profile



More information available at world-cities.eu

Thematic Goals

Ecosystem services
Edmonton has previously participated in the Local Action for 
Biodiversity program, and has also integrated natural areas 
and wetlands protection into municipal planning processes. 
The City looks to gain additional understanding of natural area 
restoration opportunities and the value of ecosystems services.

Resilience and adaptation  
While a number of sectors within City operations and the 
Edmonton community are undertaking resilience and 
adaptation initiatives, it does not appear that common climate 
change scenarios and impacts or a common vulnerability and 
risk analysis are being used. Edmonton is interested in discussion 
with cities that have performed, are currently undergoing, or 
are planning a resilience/adaptation assessment.

Low-carbon development

Edmonton is currently developing community-wide programs 
for improving energy efficiency and making renewable energy 
available in buildings, as well as improving land-use and 
transportation planning for reduced energy consumption.  The 
City is also interested in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
increasing energy efficiency and promoting resilient energy 
systems.

© ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability e.V, Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7, 53115 Bonn, Germany

Project contact
Mark Brostrom
City Environmental Strategies 
Director, Sustainable Development 
Department
8th Floor, HSBC Bank Place,
10250 - 101 Street NW Edmonton
Alberta T5J 3P4

Tel: +1 780 496 5992
Email: 
mark.brostrom@edmonton.ca

Disclaimer: The sole responsibility for the content of this document lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the European Union. Neither the Director General for Regional Urban Policy (DG REGIO) nor the European Commission is 
responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

Lead Coordinator

Mark Brostrom
City Environmental Strategies 
Director, Sustainable 
Development Department

Deputy Coordinator

Grant Pearsell
Parks and Biodiversity Director, 
City of Edmonton

Working group members

Trina Innes
Director, Office of Sustainability, 
University of Alberta

Jason Unger
Staff Council, Environmental Law 
Centre

David Dodge
Producer, Green Energy Futures

Project Team



Vitoria is the capital of Spain’s Basque Autonomous 
Community and the largest Basque city by area. It inhabits 
a strategic position in a corridor between the Iberian 
Peninsula and the rest of Europe. It has been one of the 
most powerful and diversified industrial areas in Spain 
and ranks first in Spain in terms of per capita income, 
with an average per capita GDP 40% higher than that of 
the European Union. Many international companies such 
as Mercedes-Benz, Michelin, Gamesa, and Aernnova 
have factories in Vitoria. The growth of the city, from its 
Medieval Quarter to its newest neighborhoods, has been 
directed by the signature urban planning policies of each 
era.

City Description

Sustainability Profile   
Vitoria-Gasteiz has a high proportion of green public 
areas (45 m² per inhabitant) and the entire population 
lives within 300m of open green space. The icon of Vitoria-
Gasteiz is its Green Belt, a network of 5 interconnected 
suburban parks, which provides a smooth transition 
between the urban area and the rural environment. The 
Sustainable Mobility and Public Space Plan has improved 
public transport and increased pedestrian mobility and 
cycling. Sustainability in Vitoria-Gasteiz is much more 
than only the environment - it also includes variables 
related to social cohesion and economic sustainability as 
its network of community centers.

Population / Land area
245,000 / 278 km2

Municipal budget 
€ 332 million 

Mayor
Mr. Javier Maroto

Partner city
Edmonton

Website
www.vitoria-gasteiz.org

Facts & Figures

Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain

World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development

EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation

Project city profile



More information available at world-cities.eu

Thematic Goals

Ecosystem services

As the European Green Capital in 2012, the city launched several 
projects to support municipal biodiversity and assist ecosystem 
services.  These projects include the ‘Inner Green Belt’, a plan meant 
to introduce the benefits and opportunities of green infrastructure 
to the city by substantially changing the distribution of public 
spaces and urban services in a number of important streets.
Vitoria-Gasteiz is currently working to further develop its green 
infrastructure.  As part of its Green Urban Infrastructure project, 
the City’s main green zones (including the Green Belt parks) are 
being interconnected through a tree-lined central axis. The city is 
also engaging in activities to increase urban biodiversity (increasing 
the bush stratum, creating ponds, bird refuges, etc.), improving the 
permeability and water drainage networks (through permeable 
pavements, creating rain gardens, etc.), and improving capture of 
CO2 and other air pollutants (with tree plantings). The City looks 
forward to sharing experiences with other project cities.

Low-carbon development

The Energy Agency of Vitoria-Gasteiz (AEVI), created in 2007 for 
the purpose of ensuring efficient energy provision for municipal 
services, is working to encourage the integration of guidelines 
for energy saving, efficiency, and sustainability in all scopes of 
municipal management. Vitoria-Gasteiz has implemented different 
renewable energy sources (biomass, geothermal, photovoltaical, 
wind, etc.) in municipal buildings.  The City’s Europa Congress 
Centre is also currently being renovated to meet LEED Gold and 
Passivhaus standards.  The Energy Agency is putting forward a 
model that is not only applicable to the municipality’s buildings 
but also to those of other cities.  The City is interested in sharing 
its experiences and discussing similar projects related to low-
carbon infrastructure.

© ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability e.V, Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7, 53115 Bonn, Germany

Project contact

Mr. Iñigo Bilbao
General Director
Tourism and International 
Relations
Plaza de España 1
Vitoria-Gasteiz, 01001 
Alava, Spain

Tel: +34 945 16 13 10
Email: 
ibilbao@vitoria-gasteiz.org

Disclaimer: The sole responsibility for the content of this document lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the European Union. Neither the Director General for Regional Urban Policy (DG REGIO) nor the European Commission is 
responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

Lead Coordinator

Iñigo Bilbao
General Director, Tourism and 
International Relations

Deputy Coordinator

Juan Carlos Escudero
Director, CEA (Centre for 
Environmental Studies)

Working group members

Carlos Garbisu
Head, Conservation of Natural 
Resources Department, Niker-
Basque Institute of Agricultural 
Research and Development

Jose Ignacio Arriba
Energy Agency, City Council

Juan Vilela Lozano
Director of Rural Area and 
Mountains, City Council of 
Vitoria-Gasteiz

Project Team
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Edmonton field visit itinerary  
Tuesday, 7 July – Friday, 10 July 2015 

Version after successful completion of the meeting 
 

Tuesday, 7 July 2015 

Arrive at Edmonton Airport from Toronto; will be taken to hotel by ICLEI contact  

Wednesday, 8 July 2015 

Morning Free time for delegation 

12:00 – 14:30 

Presentations  
Energy, Transportation  of the City of Edmonton  

 Mr. Jim Andrais, Program Manager, Environmental Policy, City of 
Edmonton 

Sustainable Transportation 
 Howaida Hassan, Project Engineer, Transportation Planning 

Department, City of Edmonton 
 

Questions and group discussion 

14:30 – 16:30 

Site visit: Walking tour of downtown Edmonton 
Highlighting cultural and environmental sights in Edmonton.  Also 
showcased sustainable infrastructure integrated in the downtown 
area. 

17:00 
EPCOR 
Tower 

Downtown reception at EPCOR Tower 
Welcome to Edmonton reception with a panoramic of the city. 
Opportunity to network with other city officials and partners 

 Ben Henderson, City Councilor, City of Edmonton 
 Gary Klassen, General Manager, City of Edmonton 

Thursday, 9 July 2015 

8:00 – 11:45 
University of 
Alberta 

Site visit: Tour of University of Alberta 
Overview of several sustainability initiatives taken with the city, 
including Campus’ district energy system, Clinical Health Academy, 
Naturalization Project, and Recycling Program. 
 
Presentation following tour:  

 Energy reduction efforts 
Leah Erickson, Coordinator of Campus Visits, University of Alberta 

 Technical background of energy systems  
Laurel Roblin, Utility Services Manager 
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11:45 – 13:00 Lunch 

13:00 – 17:00  

Series of site visits: Local commercial and housing developments 

 Landmark Homes Factory 

 Landmark Homes Net Zero Show-home Townhouse 

 Brandy Burdeniuk, Principal, EcoAmmo 
Tour of the Mosaic Centre for Conscious Community and 
Commerce 

 Tour of historic Fort Edmonton 

17:00 Dinner at Selkirk Hotel 

Friday, 10 July 2015 

9:00 – 12:00  

Presentations from City of Edmonton Staff 
Introduction: Grant Pearsell, Director of Parks and Biodiversity 

 Ecological Network Approach 
Catherine Shier, Principal Ecological Planner, City of Edmonton 

 Multifunctional Landscape System  
Brittany Davey, Ecological Planner, City of Edmonton 

 Low-impact Development 
Xiangfei Li, Senior Engineer, City of Edmonton 

 Urban Forest Management  
Jeanette Wheeler, Principal of Forestry, City of Edmonton 

 Roots for Trees Initiative 
Catherine Falk, Community Greening Coordinator 

 Invasive Species Management 
Daniel Laubhann, Environmental Technician 

 Weland Restoration 
Dr. Achyut Adhikari, University of Alberta 

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch 

13:00 – 16:00 

Site Visit: Big Lake Area 
Green infrastructure strategies for develop Big Lake Area 

 Michael Silzer, Principal Ecological Planner, City of Edmonton 

 
Site Visit: Edmonton Waste Management Facility 

 Neil Burkard, Public Education Specialist, City of Edmonton 
 Matthew Grant, Commercial Sales Manager for Enerkem 

16:30 

Wrap-up meeting 
Opportunity for both delegations to discuss strategy and plans for 
the next meeting ; identify main themes of cooperation  
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17:00 
Optional evening gathering at Craft Beer Market in downtown 
Edmonton 

 

 
Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Edmonton is Michael Dean. 

 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
  
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Canada Office 
World Cities Project Team 
Megan Meaney 
Director, ICLEI Canada 
401 Richmond Street W. - Studio 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8 Canada 
 
Tel: 1-647/728-4308 
Fax: 1-416/642-0954 

 



Saanich is the largest Municipality in British Columbia’s 
Capital Region District on Vancouver Island and the 44th 
largest in Canada. It occupies a central position within the 
district, immediately north of the City of Victoria and sharing 
boundaries with five other municipalities. Saanich’s physical 
setting comprises 29.61 km of marine shoreline, 3.3 km² of 
freshwater lakes, more than 160 parks, numerous natural 
watercourses, a diverse undulating topography with 
elevations ranging from sea level to 355m above, and a 
landscape that includes glacially scoured rock outcroppings, 
farmland, dense woodlands, and an extensive system 
of open space and parkland. Approximately half the 
Municipality is urban and half is rural/ agricultural - a mix 
that has influenced its character and development.

City Description

Sustainability Profile   

Saanich has been recognized as a leader in sustainability 
and environmental initiatives since the 1990s. In 2007 the 
Municipal Council committed to the development of a 
Climate Action Plan, an Adaptation Plan, and the Saanich 
Carbon Fund. This has resulted in the establishment of a 
Sustainability Division with the Planning Department to 
lead climate action efforts in municipal operations and 
the community. Following the adoption of aggressive GHG 
reduction targets, the municipality has further integrated 
sustainability principles throughout the organization and 
into developments in the community. The Municipality has 
reduced its corporate carbon footprint by 22% since 2007 
and has used a partnership approach to leading community 
projects that focus on building energy efficiency, low-carbon 
and active transportation and food security. 

Population / Land area
113,000 / 103 km2

Municipal budget 
$102 million 

Mayor
Mr. Richard Atwell

Partner city
Almada

Website
www.saanich.ca

Facts & Figures

Saanich, Canada

World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development

EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation

Project city profile



More information available at world-cities.eu

Thematic Goals

Ecosystem services

Saanich has put in place a number of mechanisms to protect 
and enhance ecosystems. A draft stormwater bylaw which 
includes an evaluation of its benefits to the community has been 
developed. Saanich is looking further into making biodiversity 
assessments and integrating ecosystem services into urban 
planning, and is interested in communicating with project cities 
on these topics.

Resilience and adaptation  

Saanich has conducted flood inundation mapping for its coastline 
and is now conducting an assessment of potential policies and 
other tools that can help manage this future risk. It is interested 
in learning from EU cities that have already experienced this 
process. Saanich is also currently establishing an Agriculture and 
Food Security Task Force that will assist in developing a Saanich 
Agriculture and Food Security Plan for the municipality. Saanich 
is willing to share the details of this project with other cities and 
hopes to gain insight that benefits its residents and the wider 
region.

Low-carbon development

Saanich is interested in finding ways to transition the suburbs 
into compact, efficient communities. Focusing on centres and 
villages development and providing mobility options in the 
corridors between these areas has been a priority, but more 
needs to be done. Though the exchange, Saanich would look to 
find new retrofit best practices and to gain insight into district 
energy planning and alternative energy programs.

© ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability e.V, Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7, 53115 Bonn, Germany

Project contact
Mark Boysen
Sustainability Coordinator, 
Planning Department
770 Vernon Ave Victoria
British Columbia V8X 2W7

Tel: +1 250-475-5494
Email: 
mark.boysen@saanich.ca

Disclaimer: The sole responsibility for the content of this document lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the European Union. Neither the Director General for Regional Urban Policy (DG REGIO) nor the European Commission is 
responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

Lead Coordinator

Mark Boysen
Sustainability Coordinator, 
Planning Department

Deputy Coordinator

Cameron Scott
Manager of Community 
Planning, Planning Department

Working group members

Thomas Pederson
Director, Pacific Institute for 
Climate Solutions

Peter Sundberg
Executive Director, City Green 
Solutions

Tom Berkhout
Program Manager, Community 
Social Planning Council

Project Team



Almada is one of 18 municipalities within the Lisbon 
Metropolitan Area, with 176,000 full-time residents in an 
area of 72 km². In spite of being mostly urban, it still manages 
to maintain and preserve 25% of its territory as a protected 
area of great natural richness and biodiversity. Almada 
is bordered entirely by water, with the Tagus River to the 
north and east and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. Almada’s 
Atlantic beachfront extends for approximately 13 km and is 
a popular leisure destination within the Lisbon Metropolitan 
Area, attracting an estimated 8,000,000 visitors per year. Due 
to the City’s location in the Lisbon Metropolitan Area and its 
urban nature, transport and buildings (comprising services 
and residential) are the most important sectors in terms of 
energy consumption in Almada.

City Description

Sustainability Profile   

Each decade, Almada’s local development strategy has 
focused on a particular topic related to the local needs and 
situation of the time, allowing the City Council to follow a 
balanced, smooth and coherent development pattern based 
in solid sustainability criteria. For the current decade, Almada 
City Council has adopted the motto “Almada+: Sustainability, 
Solidarity and Eco-Efficiency”. Almada aims to pursue a 
development pattern along the following guiding principles:
• Establish Almada as a territory of high environmental 

quality;
• Consolidate Almada’s green infrastructure;
• Achieve an efficient and smart use of natural resources;
• Reduce environmental impacts of activities in its territory 

and promote efficient energy use, to foster a progressive 
energy transition leading to a low carbon city.

Population / Land area
176,000 / 80 km2

Municipal budget 
€ 85 million 

Mayor
Mr. Joaquim Judas 

Partner city
Saanich

Website
www.m-almada.pt

Facts & Figures

Almada, Portugal

World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development

EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation

Project city profile



More information available at world-cities.eu
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Thematic Goals

Ecosystem services
Almada is interested in boosting adaptation through the use of 
blue and green infrastructure. Projects with this ecosystem-based 
approach to adaptation have been designed for microclimatic 
regulation, urban heat island effect mitigation, storm water flood 
control, nutrient recycling and groundwater supply, erosion control, 
food production, and social cohesion. However, ecosystem-based 
adaptation can also require significant changes in urban planning 
practices and may present considerable challenges for Almada. 
Almada therefore seeks to discuss approaches with other project 
cities.

Resilience and adaptation  
Almada uses different methodologies such as coastal hazard 
zone mapping and urban heat island modeling to assess its 
vulnerabilities and better inform its adaptation strategies. It is also 
integrating adaptation measures in a range of policies, programs, 
plans, and actions. Within this partnership, Almada seeks to share 
its experiences, discuss solutions and methodological approaches, 
and compare results with other cities.

Low-carbon development
Almada’s many smart city development projects, such as its public 
lighting telemanagement system and various e-mobility projects, 
are all being developed with a low-carbon agenda in mind. Almada 
hopes for the Cooperation to contribute to the development of 
these actions for the community.

Project contact
Catarina Freitas 
Head of Department
Environmental Management and 
Planning Department
Rua Bernardo Francisco da Costa,
42 Almada, Lisbon 2800-019
Portugal

Tel: +351 21 272 25 10
Email:
cfreitas@cma.m-almada.pt

Lead Coordinator

Catarina Freitas
Head, Sustainable 
Environmental Management 
and Planning Department

Deputy Coordinator

Carlos Sousa
Director, Local Energy 
Management Agency of Almada

Working group members

Nuno Lopez
Head of Division (Studies, 
Environmental Management 
and Energy), City Council of 
Almada

Project Team
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Saanich field visit itinerary  
Tuesday, 7 July – Friday, 10 July 2015 

Version after successful completion of the meeting 

 

Tuesday, 7 July 2015 

Arrive at Victoria International Airport from Toronto; will be taken to hotel by 
ICLEI contact  

Wednesday, 8 July 2015 

13:00 – 14:00 
Saanich 
Municipal 
Hall – 
Council 
Chambers 

Welcome and Introduction 
Saanich Delegation and Mayor and Council 

14:00 – 
14:30 

Saanich Overview Presentation 
 Mark Boysen, Sustainability Coordinator, District of Saanich 

14:30 – 
16:30 

Low-Carbon Buildings Session 
An introduction to the role of different jurisdictions in low-carbon 
buildings and highlight where local governments can and have made an 
impact.  

 Peter Sundberg, Executive Solutions, City Green Solutions 
 
Saanich’s municipal buildings and the use of the innovative Carbon Fund 
to reduce carbon emissions.  

 Mark Boysen, Sustainability Coordinator, District of Saanich 
 
An overview of climate mitigation and adaptation research in BC and how 
it will support local communities in reaching their goals. 

 Thomas Pedersen, Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions, 
Community Economic Development Program Manager 

18:30 
Canoe Club 

Dinner with Saanich city delegates in downtown Victoria, Canoe 
Club 

Thursday, 9 July 2015 

9:00 – 10:30 
Saanich 
Municipal 
Hall – 
Council 
Chambers 

Warm-up discussion 
Discuss strategies and goals of the meeting, identify common themes 
and mutual interests 
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9:30 – 10:30 

Ecosystem Services Session 
Environmental Services presents key Saanich environmental 
planning tools including: 

 Bylaws, Policies and Covenants 

 Streamside Development Permits 

 Storm water Management 

 Environmental Development Permit Areas 

 Environmentally Sensitive Areas Mapping 
 Invasive Species Programs 

10:30 – 
14:00  

Tour of key locations in Saanich and Lunch 
Including:  

 Brief tour of Bernhardt Passive House 

 Gordon Head solar panels/EV stations 

 Mount Douglas and Panama Flats 

Lunch at Fireside Grill in Saanich 

14:00 – 
15:30 
Saanich 
Municipal 
Hall – 
Council 
Chambers 

Adaptation/Resiliency Session 
Speakers:  
A brief overview of adaptation planning in Saanich including the process 
behind the development of the Adaptation Plan and recent sea level rise 
mapping work. 

 Mark Boysen, Sustainability Coordinator, District of Saanich 
 
Key resiliency features in Saanich including an overview of the Official 
Community Plan, the Urban Containment Boundary, Food Security 
Initiatives and Actions Plans. 

 Cameron Scott, Manager of Community Planning, District of 
Saanich 

 
Community resiliency initiatives including the Building Resilient 
Neighbourhoods Program and other unique projects in the Region. 

 Tom Berkhout, Community Economic Development Program 
Manager, Community Social Planning Council of Great Victoria 

15:30 – 
16:30  

Urban Forest Strategy Presentation 
 Cory Manton, Acting Senior Manager, Parks Department 

17:00 Whale watching off the coast of Saanich, Victoria 

Friday, 10 July 2015 

9:00 – 10:00  
Saanich 
Municipal 
Hall – 
Council 
Chambers 

Focus Groups with Delegates 
Breakout conversations 

http://www.firesidegrill.com/
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10:00 – 
11:00 

Summary Session: Road to Alamda 
Planning for the next gathering 

11:30 Airport transfer to Victoria International Airport 

 
Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Saanich and Victoria is Michael Woodbridge. 

 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
  
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Canada Office 
World Cities Project Team 
Megan Meaney 
Director, ICLEI Canada 
401 Richmond Street W. - Studio 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8 Canada 
 
Tel: 1-647/728-4308 
Fax: 1-416/642-0954 

 



The City of Ottawa is the capital of Canada and the fourth 
largest municipality in the country by population. Its 
boundary encompasses an urban area surrounded by a 
large and varied countryside, including prime agricultural 
lands and broad plains as well as wetlands and forests. 
Ottawa is also known for its vast rivers and waterways, 
which have played a distinct role in shaping the city’s history, 
culture and economy. Initially the centre of Canada’s timber 
industry, economic activity in the city has evolved over the 
years and is currently defined, to a large extent, by federal 
employment. As part of the National Capital Region, the 
City partners with the federal government as well as with 
the City of Gatineau, Quebec on a range of issues, from 
the health of the shared interprovincial Ottawa River to 
maintenance of the bridges that cross it.

City Description

Sustainability Profile   
Creation of the amalgamated City of Ottawa in 2001 
brought 11 urban and rural municipalities and a regional 
government together into one local government structure. 
Recognizing this new geographic and political reality, City 
Council adopted a consolidated Official Plan in 2003 to set 
guidelines for managing growth sustainably in the 21st 
century.
The City has undertaken a variety of environmental and 
sustainability initiatives since the plan’s adoption. In 
2005, for example, Council approved an Air Quality and 
Climate Change Management Plan that outlined specific 
greenhouse gas reduction targets for both the corporation 
and the community.

Population / Land area
912,000 / 2,760 km2

Municipal budget 
$3.07 billion

Mayor
Mr. Jim Watson

Partner city
Hannover

Website
www.ottawa.ca/en

Facts & Figures

Ottawa, Canada

World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development

EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation

Project city profile



More information available at world-cities.eu

Thematic Goals

Low-carbon development

Ottawa has taken a number of steps to reduce carbon 
emissions. Measures undertaken to date include, among 
others, an Energy Management and Investment Strategy that 
has invested over $14 million since 2004 to reduce utility 
costs, commissioning of a landfill-gas electricity generation 
facility, the introduction of a “Green Bin” organics diversion 
program, and a municipal Green Building Policy. A new 
light-rail transit system is also projected to reduce GHGs 
considerably within the city.  Ottawa is interested in learning 
about ways it might be able to reach its goal of reducing GHG 
emissions to 4.6 t eCO2 per capita by 2024. It is particularly 
interested in encouraging modal shift; reducing fossil-based 
energy consumption, particularly in the residential sector; 
and increasing local renewable energy production.

Other specific interests include:
• Long-range energy and emissions planning out to 2050 

(understanding short-, medium- and long-term planning 
horizons and implementation phases with regards to 
deep emissions reductions)

• developing a roadmap for achieving a 100% renewable 
energy Ottawa by 2050

• identifying strategies and best practices for engaging 
residents and community organization in the 
development/ownership of community-based renewable 
energy projects

• approaches for building community or neighborhood-
scale district energy systems (e.g. establishing municipal 
energy corporations versus joint ventures with private-
sector companies)

© ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability e.V, Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7, 53115 Bonn, Germany

Project contact
Jon Connor
Assistant to the Chair of the 
Environment Comittee, Office of 
Councillor Chernushenko
Councillor’s Row
110 Laurier Avenue West
Ottawa Ontario K1P 1J1

Tel: +1 613-580-2424 ext. 42022
Email: jon.connor@ottawa.ca

Disclaimer: The sole responsibility for the content of this document lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the European Union. Neither the Director General for Regional Urban Policy (DG REGIO) nor the European Commission is 
responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

Lead Coordinator

David Chernushenko
City Councillor and Chair of 
the Environment Committee, 
Councillor’s Row

Deputy Coordinator

Lee Ann Snedden
Acting Chief, Development Review 
Services, City of Ottawa 

Working group members

Janice Ashworth
Operations Manager, Ottawa 
Renewable Energy Co-op

Roger Marsh
Chief Energy Management Officer, 
Hydro Ottawa

Project Team



The City of Hannover is the state capital and 
economic center of Lower Saxony. Vehicle machinery 
manufacturing, office equipment, consumer 
electronics, and foodstuffs have traditionally formed 
the basis of the City’s economy. However, Hannover 
has recently developed into a center for service 
industries, especially banking, insurance, and tourism, 
which now employ 70% of the working population. The 
close connection between science, trade, and industry 
is one of Hannover’s trademarks and the city is a center 
for environmental technology with about 70 important 
firms located in the city. Nearly 40% of the city’s area is 
covered by gardens and woodland.

City Description

Sustainability Profile   
The City of Hannover has worked to take global 
responsibility for the environment seriously at a local 
level for many years. It was one of the first municipalities 
in Germany to set and then meet visionary objectives 
for climate protection and sustainability and it has 
won national and international acclaim for its many 
activities. Hannover joined the Covenant of Mayors in 
2008, setting the ambitious target to save 40% CO² by 
the year 2020 compared to 1990 levels. Aims by 2050 
are a climate neutral region with up to 95% reduction 
in CO² emissions and up to 50% reduction in energy 
consumption. The City of Hannover is an ICLEI member 
and a founding member of the Climate Alliance.

Population / Land area
529,000 / 204 km2

Municipal budget 
€ 1.9 billion 

Mayor
Mr. Stefan Schostok

Partner city
Ottawa

Website
www.hannover.de

Facts & Figures

Hannover, Germany

World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development

EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation

Project city profile



More information available at world-cities.eu
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Thematic Goals

Ecosystem services
As one of the 2011 European Biodiversity Capitals, Hannover has 
significant experience in ecosystem services that it would like to 
share in the context of this project. The City’s action plans for its 
natural areas emphasize the importance of citizen involvement, 
and it has developed institutions such as its school biology garden 
and a forest station which provide the opportunity to learn about 
and experience biodiversity. AHannover looks forward to sharing 
its accomplishments and discussing new developments with 
project cities.

Resilience and adaptation  
Hannover’s Adaptation Strategy action programme consists of 
eight components: flood protection, rain water management, 
preventative soil and ground water protection, roof and façade 
greening, climate-appropriate vegetation, climate-appropriate 
town planning and construction, specific map climate adaptation, 
and public awareness work. The city would like to exchange 
relevant measures, ideas and strategies for climate adaptation 
with other cities and to learn from them.

Low-carbon development
Hannover aims to be a climate neutral city and region by 2050. The 
City is particularly interested in innovative city planning aspects 
and encouraging stakeholder involvement. Hannover is therefore 
interested in supporting and learning from other participants with 
similar goals.

Project contact
Ute Heda
Project Manager
Environment and City Greenspace
Arndtstraße 1
Hannover, 30167 Germany

Tel: +49 511 16 84 06 83
Email: 
ute.heda@hannover-stadt.de

Lead Coordinator

Astrid Hoffmann-Kallen
Head of Climate Protection 
Unit, Environment and City 
Greenspace

Deputy Coordinator

Ute Heda
Project Manager, Environment 
and City Greenspace

Working group members

Rainer Konerding
Project Manager, Climate 
Protection Unit

Project Team
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Ottawa field visit itinerary  
Tuesday, 7 July – Friday, 10 July 2015 

Version after successful completion of the meeting 

 

Tuesday, 7 July 2015 

Arrive at Ottawa International Airport from Toronto; please use a taxi to Hotel 
Novotel in downtown Ottawa.  

Wednesday, 8 July 2015 

9:00 – 11:00 
City Hall, 2nd 
floor 

Welcome breakfast in Councillor’s lounge  
Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson, will be present for a meet and greet 
before City Council session.  

10:00 – 10:30 
City Chamber 

Ottawa City Council Meeting 
Welcome to Hannover delegation to Ottawa and briefly describe the 
city-pairing initiative by Councilor Chernushenko 

11:00 – 12:00 
City hall, 
Nepean 
Boardroom 

Presentation from Environmental Sustainable Department 
Planning for CC adaptation and mitigation 

 Anne Robinson, Head of ESD 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch: Local sandwich café, downtown Ottawa 

13:00 – 17:30 

Cycling site visit of Ottawa from city planning department 
Facilitated and led by PGM staff, sustainable transportation 
department 
 
Schedule/route 
Overview of transport, bicycle, and road infrastructure. Ottawa 
River Trail to Churchill Ave. Staff presentation at Churchill then 
back to Laurier Ave, including Bronson and River Pathway). Bicycles 
returned to RentaBike. Delegates can return to hotel to refresh before 
dinner. 

18:00 – 20:30 Dinner with Ottawa delegation at The Albion Rooms 

Thursday, 9 July 2015 

9:00 – 11:00 
City hall, 
Nepean 
Boardroom 

Presentation from Ottawa Centre EcoDistrict + Carbon613 
Engaging the commercial sector, stakeholder engagement, and 
sustainability planning at district level.  

 Don Grant and Michael Muir  
 

10:30 am: Delegates leave City Hall on foot, heading down Rideau 
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Canal Pathway to Old Town Hall Community Centre in OOE (61 
Main Street) 

11:30 – 12:30 
Old Town 
Hall 
Community 
Centre 

Stakeholder & community engagement  
Follow up at Ottawa East at Old Town Hall Community Centre 
with a presentation from The Regional Group, OOE Community 
Association and Sustainable Living Ottawa.  

 Introduction done by: Councilor David Chernushenko 

 
Facilitated discussion will focus on stakeholder & community 
engagement and integrating sustainable design practices into new 
developments 

12:30 – 13:30  Lunch at Green Door 

13:30 – 15:00 

Site Visit, Solar PV Project 
Solar PV project at École secondaire catholique Franco-Cité. Ottawa 
Renewable Energy Co-op staff and principal of Franco-Cité to 
present about solar panel co-op program and to tour the facilities. 

 Janice Ashworth and Roger Peters, Ottawa Renewable Energy Coop 

15:30 – 17:00  

Site Visit, Hydro Ottawa 
Delegates visit Chaudière Falls for tour of a hydroelectric generation 
station, followed by presentations (on-site) from Energy Ottawa and 
OREC. A presentation will be given by HydroOttawa on energy 
production and supply, and renewable energy. 

 Roger Marsh, Chief Energy Management Officer, Hydro Ottawa 

Friday, 10 July 2015 

9:00 – 10:00  
City hall, 
Nepean 
Boardroom 

Staff presentation on low impact development (LID), storm water 
management and the Ottawa River Action Plan. 

 SWM Retrofit & Low Impact Development 
Darlene Conway,  Principal Engineer, City of Ottawa 

 Flood Reduction Strategies in the City of Ottawa 
Eric Tousignant, Principal Engineer, City of Ottawa 

10:30 – 11:00 

Staff presentation on green buildings  
 
Hannover presentation on instruments for improvement 

 Rainer Konerding, Climate Protection Unit, City of Hannover 

11:30 Closing Lunch and Tour of Lansdowne Park 
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Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contacts for your time in Ottawa are Kristen Körsgen and Sunny Kodukula. 

 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
  
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Canada Office 
World Cities Project Team 
Megan Meaney 
Director, ICLEI Canada 
401 Richmond Street W. - Studio 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8 Canada 
 
Tel: 1-647/728-4308 
Fax: 1-416/642-0954 

 



Founded by the British in 1749, Halifax Regional Municipality 
is now Nova Scotia’s largest and most diverse municipality. It 
is home to more than 43% of the province’s population. The 
Municipality has significantly sized suburban and rural areas, 
in addition to a large urban mix. Its geography includes a 
coastal region encompassing more than 400 kilometers 
of shoreline, the fertile farmlands in the Musquodoboit 
Valley, and the suburban communities of Sackville and Cole 
Harbour. Halifax’s historic downtown areas lie on both sides 
of the world’s second largest natural harbour.

City Description

Sustainability Profile   
Halifax’s Regional Plan, adopted in 2006, aims to enhance 
the Region’s quality of life by fostering the growth of healthy 
and vibrant communities, a strong and diverse economy, 
and a sustainable environment. This Plan seeks to address 
the needs of all sectors of HRM, recognizing the diversity of 
its citizens, community and geography, and:
• Provide a framework which leads to predictable, fair, 

cost-effective and timely decision-making;
• Support development of the regional economy;
• Preserve and promote cultural, historical, and natural 

assets;
• Support the Regional Centre as the focus for economic, 

cultural and residential activities;
• Manage development to effectively use land, energy, 

infrastructure, and public services and facilities;
• Ensure the protection of open space, wilderness, natural 

beauty and sensitive environmental areas; and
• Develop integrated transportation systems in conjunction 

with the above principles.

Population / Land area
 409,000 / 5,577 km2

Municipal budget 
$989 million 

Mayor
Mr. Mike Savage

Partner city
Tallinn

Website
www.halifax.ca

Facts & Figures

Halifax, Canada

World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development

EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation

Project city profile



More information available at world-cities.eu

Thematic Goals

Ecosystem services
Halifax is developing environmental policies and methods to 
mitigate the accellerated eutrophication affecting many of its 
lakes and continue examining the risks of wildfires at the urban 
/ wildland interface to ensure a sustainable future for its urban 
forest. Halifax is interested in discussing with other cities ways to 
better incorporate information on ecosystems and the impacts of 
increasing community resiliency in planning policy and community 
engagement.

Resilience and adaptation  
Halifax is interested in strengthening the integration of volunteer 
disaster response activities with community planning as part of 
its objective to foster a successful harmonization of community 
plans. Halifax intends to participate in this project with disaster 
response, academic, and planning stakeholders in order to 
catalyze its approach and look to successful examples in Europe 
to emulate. 

Low-carbon development

Halifax aims to make significant improvements in energy security, 
renewable technology, and environmental emissions over the 
next 10 years. The Municipality has also been successfully reducing 
its greenhouse gas emissions, but a great challenge in furthering 
this reduction is strongly related to Halifax’s amalgamated 
rural communities, which are expected to grow further. The 
Municipality must examine how to achieve the same objectives in 
a rural context - looking at land use planning, development policy, 
and transportation policy. Halifax is interested in learning about 
the low carbon development strategies of similar communities.

© ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability e.V, Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7, 53115 Bonn, Germany

Project contact
Richard Maclellan
Manager
Energy & Environment, 
Planning & Development
PO Box 1749 Halifax Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5

Tel: +1 902-233-4846
Email: maclelri@halifax.ca

Disclaimer: The sole responsibility for the content of this document lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the European Union. Neither the Director General for Regional Urban Policy (DG REGIO) nor the European Commission is 
responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

Lead Coordinator

Shannon Miedema
Environmental Performance 
Officer, Halifax Regional 
Municipality

Working group members

Jennifer Chapman
Planner, Halifax Regional 
Municipality

Carl Purvis
Acting Supervisor, Community 
Department of Planning & 
Development

Project Team



Tallinn is located on the shore of the Baltic Sea, in the 
north-eastern part of the Baltic region. It is the capital 
and economic center of Estonia, responsible for over half 
of the country’s GDP, and also ranked as a Global City. 
In addition to its long history as a seaport and capital, 
the City has recently developed a strong information 
technology sector. Other important economic sectors 
include the light, textile, and food industries, as well as 
the service and public sector. The Port of Tallinn is one 
of the biggest ports in the Baltic region. Tallinn Old Town, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, as well as other major 
attractions make Tallinn a renowned tourist destination, 
receiving more than 1.5 million visitors annually.

City Description

Sustainability Profile   
In 2009, Tallinn signed the Covenant of Mayors and has 
accordingly pledged to reduce its CO2 emissions by 20% 
by 2020. Significant changes have taken place in Tallinn’s 
waste management due to the improvement of waste 
sorting and utilization. A waste incineration plant has 
been built, which processes roughly 20% of household 
waste and produces energy for heating. In January 2013 
Tallinn introduced free public transport for all registered 
residents of the city to encourage modal shift from cars 
to public transport, maintain clean air and reduce noise 
levels in the city center, and have more urban space. 
Additionally, public transport has been given priority on 
the roads in the city center and park-and-ride facilities 
have been established in the city. There are annual 
city clean-up events organized every spring and Tallinn 
participates in European Mobility Week by organizing Car 
Free Day and other events.

Population / Land area
435,000 / 159 km2

Municipal budget 
€ 529 million 

Mayor
Mr. Edgar Savisaar

Partner city
Halifax

Website
www.tallinn.ee

Facts & Figures

Tallinn, Estonia

World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development

EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation

Project city profile



More information available at world-cities.eu

Thematic Goals

Ecosystem services

Tallinn is experiencing growing fragmentation of its green 
areas and unconnected green corridors caused by current 
municipal urban planning methods. Tallinn wishes to 
address this issue through raising environmental awareness 
(especially amongst land owners and developers), creating 
a science-based biodiversity inventory, introducing strict 
environmental regulations during the planning process, 
and ensuring systematic supervision. Since local laws do 
not guarantee the preservation of ecosystem services, it is 
necessary to learn how these conflicts have been solved in 
other countries.

Low-carbon development

Tallinn is working to increase energy efficiency and use of 
renewable energy and to reduce CO2 emissions. The City 
needs to both improve the energy efficiency of municipal 
buildings and promote similar actions in businesses and 
among residents, as well as renovate the district heating 
network.  Tallinn is looking forward to developing related 
actions based on what it can learn from other cities in the 
exchange.

© ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability e.V, Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7, 53115 Bonn, Germany

Project contact
Tõnu Laasi
Leading Specialist, Environmental 
Management Division 
Tallinn Environment Department
Harju 13, Tallinn
10130 Harjumaa, Estonia

Tel: +37-258-80755
Email: 
tonu.laasi@tallinnlv.ee

Disclaimer: The sole responsibility for the content of this document lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the European Union. Neither the Director General for Regional Urban Policy (DG REGIO) nor the European Commission is 
responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

Lead Coordinator

Tõnu Laasi
Leading Specialist, Tallinn 
Environment Department 
Environmental Management Division

Deputy Coordinator

Märt Holtsmann
Head, Tallinn Environment 
Department Environmental 
Management Division

Working group members

Mikhel Kangur
Senior Researcher/ Director, Tallinn 
University Institute of Ecology

Liisa Puusepp
Researcher, Tallinn University 
Institute of Ecology

Kerli Kirsimaa
Project Assistant and Researcher, 
Stockholm Environment Institute 
Tallinn Centre, Climate & Energy 
Programme

Project Team
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Halifax field visit itinerary  
Tuesday, 7 July – Friday, 10 July 2015 

Version after successful completion of the meeting 

 

Tuesday, 7 July 2015 

Arrive at Halifax International Airport from Toronto; will be taken to hotel by 
ICLEI contact  

Wednesday, 8 July 2015 

8:30 – 9:30 
Media Room, 
City Hall 

Welcome and Introduction 
Mayor’s welcome, Chief Planner’s welcome 
 
Introduction to Halifax 

 Carl Purvis Supervisor of Community Planning at Halifax Regional 
Municipality, City of Halifax 

9:30 – 10:00 

Presentation on Corporate Planning at Halifax 
 Ed Thornhill, Manager, Corporate Planning at Halifax Regional 

Municipality, City of Halifax 

10:00 – 11:00 

Presentation on Greening the Building Code implementation 
 Matt Covey, Manager of Building Standards at Halifax Regional 

Municipality 
 

Coffee break 

11:00 – 11:45 
Presentation on Energy & Environment – Solar City, GHG 
mitigation work & target  

11:45 – 13:00 
Lunch break:  Brief tour of Dalhousie University, Citadel Hall and 
Public Gardens 

13:00 – 13:30 
Room 5001, 
Kenneth C. 
Rowe, 
Dalhousie 
University 

Presentation on Visualization and Sea Level Rise and program 
with HRM  

 Eric Rapaport, Professor, School of Urban Planning, Dalhousie 
University 

13:30 – 14:00 

Presentation on Wildlife Research 

 Kate Sherren, Assistant Professor, School for Resource and 
Environmental Studies 

14:00 – 16:00  

Site tour: Urban Forest Master Plan  
Walkabout and discussion. End at Point Pleasant Park. 

 Peter Duinker, Professor, School for Resource and Environmental 
Studies, Dalhousie University  

http://www.dal.ca/faculty/management/sres.html
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/management/sres.html
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 John Charles, Planner at Halifax Regional Municipality 

Presentation on Park Comprehensive Plan 

 Peter Bigelow, Infrastructure and Asset Management, Halifax 
Regional Municipality 

16:00 – 18:00 Free time 

18:00 – 20:00  Silva Tallship Cruise on the Halifax Harbour 

20:30 Dinner at the Bicycle Thief 

Thursday, 9 July 2015 

9:00 – 9:30  
Central 
Library, RBC 
Learning 
Centre 

Presentation on Nova Scotia Climate Change Directorate  
 Shawn MacDonald, Program Administration Officer - Climate 

Adaptation, Nova Scotia Environment 

9:30 – 10:00 
Presentation on Ecology Action Centre  

 Tristan Cleveland, HRM Alliance Coordinador at Ecology Centre 

10:00 – 11:00 

Presentation on Waterfront Development Corporation Ltd. 
 Kristin O´Toole, Major Projects Planner at Waterfront Development 

Corporation 

Break 

11:00 – 11:30 

Presentation on QUEST (Quality Urban Energy Systems of 
Tomorrow) 

 Mary Ellen Donovan, Chair, QUEST Nova Scotia 

11:30 – 12:00 

Presentation on NS Department of Energy, Marine Renewables 
Act & Tidal Power 

 Melissa Oldreive, Policy Analyst, Nova Scotia Department of 
Energy 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch, Downtown Halifax 

13:00 – 16:00 

Site Visit: Emergency Management Organization, Transportation 
& Public Works 
A tour of the operations facilities by Eastern Passage and Cow Bay 

16:00 – 19:00 Free time 

19:00 – 22:00 Dinner at Old Triangle in downtown Halifax 
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Friday, 10 July 2015 

8:00 Pick up and transfer to Halifax International Airport 

 
Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Halifax is Ewa Jackson.  

 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
  
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Canada Office 
World Cities Project Team 
Megan Meaney 
Director, ICLEI Canada 
401 Richmond Street W. - Studio 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8 Canada 
 
Tel: 1-647/728-4308 
Fax: 1-416/642-0954 
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