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The EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation
Inspiring innovation and advancing local climate actions
The second working meeting of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation took place during 19-23 October, 
2015. The five days of municipal interaction followed the structure of the first working meeting (6-10 July, 2015), 
with all eight city delegations meeting together for two days of presentations, discussions, and site visits. The 
picturesque host location for this ‘cities-to-cities’ component of the Cooperation was Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain. 
Following the initial two days, the Canadian cities left for a three-day ‘city-to-city’ visits in their respective EU 
partner city.

This report highlights the outcomes of the second, and the penultimate, meeting which took place under the 
EU-Canada Cooperation on Urban Policy, and details the progress that has been made by each city pairing. 

The primary objective of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation is to provide a framework which can help 
cities identify, replicate, improve, and accelerate climate action. Facilitated knowledge exchange provides 
cities with the opportunity to tap into the technical expertise of their global peers. In turn, by adaptively 
replicating successes and avoiding mistakes, cities are able to move further and faster in their climate action, 
and can find opportunities to undertake joint projects in areas of mutual interest and benefit.

The city pairings
Four city pairings, which reflect the potential that each pairing has to collaborate on sustainability initiatives, 
were formed at the outset of the Cooperation. The four city pairings which continued their collaboration 
during the second working meeting are:

• Tallinn, Estonia & Halifax, Canada
• Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain & Edmonton, Canada

• Almada, Portugal & Saanich, Canada 
• Hannover, Germany & Ottawa, Canada 

The core themes 
To most efficiently facilitate dialogue within the Cooperation, three central themes for collaboration were 
identified by ICLEI & the Directorate General of Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO) of the European 
Commission. The three themes around which each city delegation is organizing their interactions and initiatives 
are: 

• low carbon development • climate change resilience and adaptation • ecosystem sevices

 Participants of the Second Working Meeting in Vioria-Gaseteiz, Spain, October 2015
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Cities-to-cities... city-to-city... and everything in between:

Engaging stakeholders 
Just as in the first working meeting, each delegation 
which participates in the EU-Canada Urban Policy 
Cooperation includes a multi-disciplinary field of local 
sustainability specialists from a wide range of cul-
tures, vocations, and environments. As a result, the 
second working meeting brought together the unique 
perspectives and expertise of elected officials, admin-
istrators, engineers, planners, researchers, scientists, 
media and communications specialists, and more. 

Additionally, presentations from leading experts on 
city data, urban resilience and adaptation, local gov-
ernment tools and platforms, and financing city-level 
sustainable action showcased concepts which can 
help to multiply bold local climate action. The advan-
tages of looking beyond local government and inte-
grating and coordinating the activity of multiple actors 
– such as expert networks, civil society, and the private 
sector – are invaluable for local authorities looking to 
successfully integrate and coordinate multiple sectoral interventions. Additionally, ensuring that political will, stake-
holders on board, and remembering the voice of the inhabitants must all be taken care of. 

Accordingly, the two days of presentations, discussions, and site visits in Vitoria-Gasteiz provided a forum for shar-
ing experiences, disclosing problems encountered within the Cooperation thus far, identifying good practices or 
gaps in required competences, and detecting new avenues for cooperation.

Charting progress: What can the World Cities Project produce “on-the-ground”
In addition to knowledge exchange, concrete “on-the-ground” projects are certainly a desired outcome of the 
World Cities Project, and – as documented in the following pages - the events of the second working meeting 
revealed that tangible initiatives are underway and plausible between several city pairings. However, in the 
spirit of the World Cities Community, initiatives between any-and-all delegations are encouraged, and a few 
such proposal was announced during the second working meeting.

Almada and Vitoria-Gasteiz have entered into a consortium to launch the project “ECO-URBAN PEST-GEST”, 
which seeks to improve urban health through reducing the impact of chemicals on integrated pest manage-
ment procedures”. Both delegations have attributed this project proposal as a direct outcome of the “cit-
ies-to-cities” interaction of the First Working Meeting. 

Identifying opportunities for continued collaboration 
At the local government level, the steps between planning to implementation are invariably difficult, and access to 
finance is often the biggest barrier. By bringing cities with common sustainability goals together, the World Cities 
Project helps municipal actors combine resources, therein strengthening sustainability planning and helping to 
narrow the implementation gap. 

Now that each city delegation has visited its partner and detailed what it can contribute and what it hopes to 
achieve, the “on-the-ground” work of the World Cities Project can begin. The following pages detail ideas, actions, 
and outcomes which emerged from the interactions between each city-paring during the second working meeting. 
Although each city-pairing is developing ideas which reflect each of the three core themes of the Cooperation, this-
report focuses in on one shared challenge per city-pairing. 

Please visit pages 9 - 12 to see the Agenda for the Second Working Meeting 
in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain and pages 13 - 15 for the complete participant list. 

 Second working meeting participants in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain
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Almada, Portugal & Saanich, Canada

Almada and Saanich have advanced in the exchange and are planning 
concrete action items as a result. Both cities are committed to continue 
exchanging ideas and knowledge to advance their actions in each of the 
three Cooperation themes:

Low carbon development 
The City Council of Almada implemented an external energy agency in 1999, 
consisting of 16 community partners that influence community energy 
consumption. The format of this agency (AGENEAL) aligns energy related 
actions with common goals of the municipal government. The District of 
Saanich is developing a Community Retrofit Strategy for implementation in 
2016.  A low population growth rate and high number of inefficient single-
family residential buildings make programs to support retrofits of these 
buildings a high priority.

Action item: Saanich has identified that the energy agency format used 
in Almada could provide a potential model for a retrofit agency. The 
potential benefits of this model including, 1) increased effectiveness of 
retrofit programs, 2) increased community engagement, 3) openness to 
independent advice and opinions, and 4) inspired additional actions for 
the partners to lead.

Saanich has begun plans for a Community Retrofit Group/Agency, 
or potentially a 100% Renewable Energy Group/Agency, which will include an analysis of the goals and potential 
benefits and challenges, outline potential terms and conditions for the agency, and identify potential partners in the 
community. Saanich will use materials which have already been provided by Almada, and will benefit from additional 
recommendations on successful implementation.

Ecosystem services
Saanich and two neighbouring municipalities developed the Bowker Creek 100-year plan as a long-term initiative to 
eventually restore a prominent creek that, over time, was developed over by built infrastructure including roads and 
shopping centres. The 100-year plan ensures that any future development integrates restoration of the creek. Almada 
would like to integrate the 100-year plan concept into several of its green infrastructure initiatives, and in particular 
in the Fonte da Telha area.

Action item: During the Second Working Meeting in Almada, Adriane Pollard from the District of Saanich presented on 
the Bowker Creek Project to municipal staff from various departments within Almada. Moving forward, Saanich will 
share the bylaw and regulation language that has been used to ensure that future developments in the Bowker Creek 
area take into consideration the 100-year plan of restoration of the creek. Additionally, the 100-year plan concept, or 
a 25 or 50 year plan concept, could be used by both Saanich and Almada to tackle very difficult sustainability issues 
that need to be addressed but which have inertia in getting started due to the complexity of the challenges.

Climate change resilience and adaptation
Food security is a topic of interest for both municipalities throughout both workng meetings. Almada has recently 
developed a tender document for a group to provide farming services on municipal property, while Saanich is currently 
developing an Expression of Interest for farming on a piece of municipal property (Panama Flats).

Action item: The two projects are very similar in their intent and process. Because Almada is further along in their 
process, Saanich hopes to learn from the experiences that have been observed in the process in Almada thus far. 
Moving forward, Saanich and Almada will share tender documents and experiences with growing food on municipal 
property, and will share ideas and opportunities on expanding urban agriculture to improve local food security and 
build awareness about the importance of local agriculture.

Please visit pages 16-17 to see the field visit itinerary for this exchange.

To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download updated city 
profiles, please visit our website: canada.world-cities.eu
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Hannover, Germany & Ottawa, Canada

Strong connections and a deepened relationship emerged 
between Hannover and Ottawa after the second working 
meeting. From the start, the two cities clearly understood 
one another and were committed to sharing and 
developing concrete action items. At the conclusion of 
the meeting, both cities met to lay out a memorandum of 
cooperation. The memorandum will be signed and shared 
at the third and final working meeting. The established 
action items relate to three specific programs and goals 
under the theme low carbon development:  

ProKlima Fund
During the second working meeting, Hannover presented 
and shared their program, ProKlima Fund with the City of 
Ottawa. ProKlima, founded in 1992, uses a climate fund 
of 5 million Euros per year funded by the regional energy company and the City of Hannover. ProKlima is a strong 
example of private and public cooperation with numerous banking, building, and federal institutions as partners. The 
goal of the KlimaFund is to reduce CO2 emissions through energy efficiency and promotion of renewable energies. 
The fund is used for subsidy programs, advice to citizens, and training programs. The City of Ottawa was very eager 
to learn more about ProKlima as well as ways to finance it annually. 

Action item: The City of Ottawa is going to look within their own city council and government to see if implementing a 
ProKlima Fund would be possible. After understanding the weaknesses as well as the main challenges in implementing 
(most likely the source of funding annually), they will begin to look at replicating the program within their own city, 
with the City of Hannover’s assistance and consultation. Ottawa will also look into possible private and institutional 
partners to collaborate with, including HydroOttawa. 

Hydropower station
During a site visit to a residential neighborhood in Hannover, Ottawa was able to see the potential location and 
proposed idea to build a hydropower station along a small river near the inner city. Hannover described the city’s goal 
to implement the hydropower station underground so that it would not disrupt the natural setting or be an eye-sore 
for the community. The biggest challenge is community support, as the noise construction will create in a scenic and 
high valued neighborhood is unpopular amoung residents. 

Action item: Representatives from HydroOttawa will assist in looking at solutions and providing advice about the 
building of a hydropower station in this neighborhood. As HydroOttawa is currently expanding and constructing new 
hydropower sites, their expertise could greatly benefit the City of Hannover in this project, especially how to build the 
plant underground at the site.

Passive house complexes
After the first working meeting, the City of Ottawa expressed interest in understanding more about passive housing 
as well as visiting a few sites during the exchange in Hannover. Hannover highlighted two sites during the exchange, 
Kronsberg settlement and Zero: E-park Hannover Wettbergen (private, individually built homes). The settlements’ 
goal is to drastically cut CO2 emissions through LEH standards, CHP and district heating, electricity savings, wind 
energy, and 32 units with passive housing standards. The result is 45% less CO2 emissions compared to conventional 
new construction. 

Action item: Ottawa is interested in investigating passive housing with municipal buildings and incentivizing 
standards with private construction projects.  Ottawa is interested in learning how to engage its citizens in sustainable 
construction and buildings as well as how to better maintain these systems. The City of Hannover will follow up with 
more information as well as investigating citizen’s involvement in these projects. The City of Ottawa will begin to look 
into future projects where passive house standards could be built.

Please visit pages 18-19 to see the field visit itinerary for this exchange.

To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download updated city 
profiles, please visit our website: canada.world-cities.eu
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Tallinn, Estonia & Halifax, Canada
Throughout the exchange, both Tallinn and Halifax have shared numerous similarities that have benefited their 
exchange. At the conclusion of the second working meeting, both cities remained committed in strengthening their 
action items and deepening their goals of the exchange. 

Climate change resilience and adaptation 
As maritime cities, both Tallinn and Halifax place significant importance on coastal management and adaptation, 
while at the same time integrating energy security and a transition to low-carbon.  Tallinn documented how they are 
integrating the EU Adaptation Strategy and the Estonia Adaptation plan into their operations. For Tallinn, two major 
anticipated impacts are changes to sea surface and inland water temperatures and levels, with a potential outcome 
being a never-before-seen permanent ice cover on the Baltic Sea.  

With regards to a transition to a low-carbon community, Tallinn placed a great deal of emphasis on highlighting their 
free public transit system and the benefits and challenges in switching from a user-pay transit system to one that is 
free for all residents and how to integrate active transportation as the next element in changing modal share away 
from cars.  One other fascinating, and surprising, element for the Halifax delegation was the presentation on the 
e-governance by the Tallinn City Government.  The Halifax delegation was fascinated by the breadth and depth of 
what electronic services that were available to Tallinn residents and how having these services, available electronically, 
have freed up internal resources for other programming and projects.

Action item: Both delegations from Halifax and Tallinn are currently exploring demonstration projects using low-
impact development (LID) or green infrastructure on an urban site.  On two sets of conference calls since the October 
meeting, municipal staff have acknowledged the challenges in moving forward with a “shovel-ready” project, but 
are willing to explore how these could be overcome locally and what partnerships would need to be pursued.  One 
additional feature that is being explored is an exchange visit of students between the two cities to work collaboratively 
on each of the respective LID projects – this would allow for cross-pollination of ideas, increased replicability of the 
project, and an excellent opportunity for documentation of lessons learned and outcomes. 

Please visit pages 20-21 to see the field visit itinerary for this exchange.

To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download updated city 
profiles, please visit our website: canada.world-cities.eu
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Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain and Edmonton, Canada
City of Vitoria-Gasteiz and the City of Edmonton continued their fruitful exchange and deepened their collaboration 
during the second working meeting. At the conclusion of the meeting, both cities agreed to create a collaboration 
document where participants in the exchange could work out conditions and potential for future work. The document 
would be the beginning of a framework of understanding that deeped collaboration would be developed. Vitoria-
Gasteiz and Edmonton established the following action items within the Dialogue themes: 

Ecosystem services
Vitoria-Gasteiz and Edmonton are looking to build on their respective successes through collaborations relating to 
ecosystem services and multifunctional landscapes, as both municipalities have agreed that there are areas where 
each city could benefit from the knowledge of the other. The Vitoria-Gasteiz ‘Green Belt’ has a 1000 hectare restoration 
target, and with 600 hectares already restored, is well underway to achieving that mark. Similarly, Edmonton is 
seeking to build on its past successes – such as thet protection of the North Saskatchewan River and its expansive 
trail network – through the development of its Open Spaces Master Plan (OSMP). 

The delegates from Edmonton also saw examples of what Vitoria-Gasteiz has done to incorporate ecosystem services 
throughout the urban fabric, including the 200 hectare Salburua Wetlands, the incorporation of green infrastructure 
along Avenida de Gasteiz, and the expansion of the city’s extensive green belt into the urban centre. Both cities 
share a common interest in incorporating multifunctional greenspace and urban nature throughout new and existing 
developments.

Action item: Both cities will look to explore shared challenges and potential collaborations relating to ecosystem 
services and multifunctional landscapes. Each city hopes to continue exchange and sharing of knowledge to benefit 
their own actions at the local level. Prior to the third working meeting participants in the exchange will also determine 
how to develop a formal collaboration.

Low carbon development
Vitoria-Gasteiz highlighted the various aspects of work they are doing to advance low-carbon development, including 
their successful work to decrease automobiles in the city. Vitoria-Gasteiz is also presented on their massive project 
aimed at retrofitting thousands of existing residential units in the Coronation Neighborhood. Tours were conducted 
in some recent housing developments where Vitoria-Gasteiz is recreating dense, mixed-use neighborhoods with 
access to sustainable transportation options, large public greenspace, and local amenities. Reserach institutions also 
highlighted the key roles that new ideas and technologies can play in solving the problems both cities face.

Action item: Through the collaboration framework both cities will work to advance low-carbon development principles. 
Edmonton was especially interested in learning about the implementation structure, and financial basis for upcoming 
large-scale retrofit programs. Collaboration between the research bodies from Edmonton and Vitoria-Gasteiz will also 
collaborate and form knowledge sharing networks to advance work.

Please visit pages 22-23 to see the field visit itinerary for this exchange.

To learn more about this exchange, as well as to download updated city 
profiles, please visit our website: canada.world-cities.eu
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The road to the third and final working meeting
The Third Working Meeting of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation will take place in the second quarter of 2016. 
In the interim period, two priorities have been identified: facilitating interaction between the city-pairings to ensure 
that the momentum from the second working meeting carries over; and finding ways to make the relationships 
between the World Cities participants self-sustaining. 

Facilitating interaction
To help facilitate the transfer of communication and good practice, a collaborative electronic online platform has 
been launched. The online platform also incorporates an interactive forum which can be used by the members of the 
participating delegations to collaborate and communicate. 

Making relationships self-sustaining
A major talking point which emerged during the second working meeting was the importance of making the 
relationships formed within the World Cities Project self-sustaining. Although progress is already being seen “on-the-
ground”, a great amount of the benefits of the World Cities experience is intangible. This is worthwhile in-and-of itself; 
however, if the relationships between city-pairing are not sustained, the interactions within the World Cities project 
will likely never progress from intangible to implementation. 

Herein is where multiplies such as ICLEI can play a vital role through their various networks and alliances: the EcoMobility 
Alliance, 100% RE, and the Compact of Mayors are just a few of the mediums through which the partnerships forged 
through the World Cities project can flourish. Through these networks, cities can find further opportunity to undertake 
joint projects in areas of mutual interest and benefit, and further tap into the global expertise of their peers. 

 Delegates from Edmonton enjoy the view from a typical home near the Ibaiondo Civic Centre landscape, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain



World Cities Project 
EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development 

  
 

9 
Second Working Meeting of the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation 
http://canada.world-cities.eu/ 

 
 

Agenda 
Second Working Meeting of the 

EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation, 19 – 23 October 2015 
 

 
• 18 October: Participants arrive in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain 
• 19 October: Working meeting day 1 
• 20 October: Working meeting day 2 
• 21-23 October: Field visits in respective partner cities. 

 
This is the second of three working meetings within the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation.  
The main objective of the second working meeting is for Canadian cities to experience and gain 
first-hand knowledge from their European partner. The second meeting is also meant to expand on 
the ideas and expectations developed in the first working meeting. Preparation should focus on 
solidifying plans for action and taking steps toward the set expectations.   
 
Delegations from participating cities:  
 

  European Cities hosts Canadian Cities partners 
Vitoria-Gasteiz (Spain)* Edmonton (Alberta) 
Tallinn (Estonia) Halifax (Nova Scotia) 
Almada (Portugal) Saanich (British Columbia) 
Hannover (Germany) Ottawa (Ontario) 

* Host of the second working meeting 
 

Delegation from project partners 
DG REGIO Delegation 
ICLEI World Secretariat and ICLEI Canada Office 
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EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation 
Program for the Second Working Meeting 

19 – 20 October 2015, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain 
21 – 23 October 2015, Partner City, Europe 

Sunday, 18 October 2015 

All city delegations arrive in Vitoria-Gasteiz by evening 
Please note that participants arriving in Bilbao on Sunday will have a pick-up from Vitoria-Gasteiz at the airport 

19:00 – 21:00 
Piano Bar 

Informal get-together 

We welcome you to join us for an informal reception with light finger food & refreshments 
at the Piano Bar in Hotel Silken Ciudad’s lobby if your jetlag will allow for it! 

 

Monday, 19 October 2015 

8:30 Meet in hotel lobby for pick-up to Europa Congress Centre 

9:00 – 10:00 
Europa 
Congress 
Centre, 
Florida 

Welcome from the Mayor 

Welcome from the host, Mayor of Vitoria-Gasteiz;  Mr. Gorka Urtaran  
Welcome from DG Regio representative 

10:00 – 10:15 Coffee break, Photo opportunity 

10:15 – 10:45 Green infrastructure planning in Vitoria-Gasteiz 

• Luis Andrés Orive, Director, Centre for Environmental Studies, City of 
Vitoria-Gasteiz 

10:45 – 11:00   
 

Updates from ICLEI 

Updates about the online platform and suggestions for exchange between meetings. 

• Santhosh Kodukula, Project Manager, World Cities Project, ICLEI World 
Secretariat, Bonn, Germany 

• Ewa Jackson, Manager, ICLEI Canada Office, Toronto, Canada 

11:00 – 12:30 Panel: The EU perspective to low carbon urban development 

Experts from the European Union will highlight topics and plans related to low carbon 
urban development and how this affects the local level, and future plans. Panel discussion 
and questions to follow the presentations. 

Facilitator: Santhosh Kodukula, Project Manager, World Cities Project 

• Lucy Price, Low Carbon Officer, ICLEI World Secretariat 
• Low Carbon planning and financing for local governments  

Viola Lutz, Project Manager in Climate Financing, South Pole Group, 
Zurich, Switzerland 
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 • RTOs, urban solutions and local sustainability innovation: specific 
zoom on climate adaptation 
Efrèn Feliu, Climate Change Manager, Urban and Territorial Sustainability 
Area,  Tecnalia 

• The Foodlinks Project: Knowledge networks to promote sustainable 
food 
Roberto Ruiz, Head of the Department of Animal Production,  NEIKER-
Tecnalia 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch break 

13:30 – 15:30 
 
Coffee break       
15:00 – 15:15 

City partner exchange – Part 1 

Each city pairing will: 
• Review the agenda for the host city; delegates have the opportunity for any 

requests to change the agenda or to ask for a specific meeting with a 
representative from the host city 

• Share updates and actions taken since the First Working Meeting and continue 
discussion on topics of mutual interest 

• Begin concrete planning; cities should begin developing ideas and setting 
expectations for their plans to implement projects in their respective cities. This 
should be the first steps in further planning and executing actions.  

15:30 – 16:30 Group sharing and summary 

Each city pairing group will share their status and plans for their exchange (5-10 minutes) 
with opportunity for questions afterwards.  

16:30 – 17:00 Updates and overview of next meeting: February 2016 

Discussion on the next meeting (10 – 12 February 2016) and participation in the 2016 
Sustainable Communities Conference (Ottawa, ON) 

18:30 –  
late evening 
 

City tour of Vitoria-Gasteiz (meet at Hotel lobby at 18:25) 
Tour of the Medieval quarter in the city center of Vitoria-Gasteiz 
* Please note that dinner will be later, as is traditional in Spain, please plan accordingly 

Dinner  
Private dinner in the Palace of Escoriaza-Esquibel with traditional Basque food and wines 

Tuesday, 20 October 2015 

0915 Meet at the Lobby, walk for 1-2 minutes to take a bus (@9:30h) to the Ataria 
wetlands Interpretation Center where the activities will start at 10:00h 

10:00 – 12:30 
 

Site visits of Vitoria Gasteiz 

10:00  Welcome to Ataria/Salburua Wetlands Interpretation Centre 
• Luis Andrés Orive, Director of the Environmental Studies Centre, Analysis 

and Evaluation of Sustainability Unit 
10:10  Biodiversity Conservation Strategy of Vitoria-Gasteiz 

• Luis Lobo, Officer of the Green Belt and Biodiversity Unit 
11:00  Guided tour of our Green Belt, visiting Ataria (The Interpretation Center for 
the Green Belt) and the Salburua Ramsar Wetlands. 
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12:30 – 13:30 Lunch 

Wednesday October 21 – Friday October 23, 2015 

Overall structure of the field visits 

Though the structure of the field visit is decided by the hosting European city, the following should 
give an idea of the field visits and how they will impact the future exchanges: 

• Representatives of the visiting Canadian city will be taken through the projects and 
activities that the European city is doing in the selected thematic area.  

• Directly following the conclusion of the field visits, both partner cities will continue work 
on the plan which includes a recap of what has been seen and identify areas for mutual 
knowledge exchange. 

• During the local field visits, participants should aim to begin developing ideas around a 
key action or activity that they will identify to take home to their community 

• After the field visit, and before the third and final meeting, the ICLEI representative in 
attendance shall document the exchange.  

• Following the field visits, the partner cities shall share information virtually through the 
online platform, and ICLEI will facilitate the discussion among the partner cities.  

Further information: 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 
Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany 
 
Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 
 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Canada Office 
World Cities Project Team 
Megan Meaney 
Director, ICLEI Canada 
401 Richmond Street W. - Studio 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8 Canada 
 
Tel: 1-647/728-4308 
Fax: 1-416/642-0954 
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Participant List for the Second Working Meeting of the EU-Canada Exchange 

EU – Canada Exchange: Second Working Meeting Participants 
 

A complete list of those that participated in the Second Working Meeting in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain, 
19– 20 October 2015; and in the European partner cities, 21 – 23 October 2015.  

 
 

Delegation 
Given 
name 

Family 
name 

Organization 
name 

Department Position 

Almada 

Catarina Freitas 
City Council of 
Almada 

Sustainable 
Environmental 
Management and 
Planning 
Department 

Head of Department 

Carlos Sousa 
City Council of 
Almada 

  Director 

Nuno Lopes 
City Council of 
Almada 

Environmental 
Management and 
Energy 

Head of Division 

Cristina  Gloria 
City Council of 
Almada 

    

Cristina  Fonseca 
City Council of 
Almada     

Saanich 

Mark Boysen District of Saanich   
Sustainability 
Coordinator 

Cameron Scott District of Saanich   
Manager of Community 
Planning 

Thomas Pedersen 
Pacific Institute for 
Climate Solutions 

  Executive Director 

Tom Berkhout 
Community Social 
Planning Council 
of Greater Victoria 

Community 
Economic 
Development  

Program Manager 

Peter Sundberg 
City Green 
Solutions 

  Executive Director 

Hannover 

Ute Heda City of Hannover 
Environment and 
City Greenspace 

Project Manager 

Astrid  
Hoffmann-
Kallen 

City of Hannover 
 Environment and 
City Greenspace  

Head of Climate 
Protection Unit 

Rainer Konerding City of Hannover 
Climate 
Protection Unit 

Project Manager 

Ottawa 

David 
Chernush-
enko 

City of Ottawa 
Chair, 
Environment 
Committee 

Councillor 

Lee Ann Snedden City of Ottawa 

  

Acting Chief, 
Development Review 
Services 

Sally  McIntyre City of Ottawa 
Environmental 
Business Services 

Manager 
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Roger Marsh Hydro Ottawa 
  

Chief Energy 
Management Officer 

Roger Peter 
Ottawa Renewable 
Energy Coop   

Founding President 

Tallinn 

Kerli Kirsimaa 

Stockholm 
Environment 
Institute Tallinn 
Centre 

 Climate & Energy  Project Assistant 

Tõnu Laasi 
Tallinn City 
Government 

 Environmental 
Management  

Leading Specialist 

Märt Holtsmann 
Tallinn City 
Government 

 Environmental 
Management  

Head of Division 

Liisa Puusepp Tallinn University 
 Tallinn 
Universtiy/Institu
te of Ecology  

Researcher 

Mihkel Kangur Tallinn University 
 Tallinn 
Universtiy/Institu
te of Ecology  

Senior Researcher/ 
Director 

Halifax 

Shannon Miedema 
Halifax Regional 
Municipality   

Environmental 
Performance Officer 

Jennifer Chapman 
Halifax Regional 
Municipality   

Planner 

Carl Purvis 
Halifax Regional 
Municipality Planning & 

Development 

Supervisor of 
Community Planning  

Andy  Boutilier 
Halifax Regional 
Municipality 

Emergency 
Management 
Office  

Asst. EMO Coordinator 

Eric  Rapaport 
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University 

School of 
Planning 

Professor 
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Juan 
Carlos 

Escudero 
Environmental 
Studies Centre 

  Director 

Iñigo Bilbao 
City Council of 
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International 
Relations 

General Director 

Efrén 
Feliu 
Torres 

TECNALIA 
Reserach and 
Innovation 
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Environment  

Climate Change 
Manager 

Juan   
Vilela 
Lozano 

City Council of 
Vitoria-Gasteiz 

  
Director of Rural Area & 
Mountains 

Carlos Garbisu 
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Institute of 
Agricultural 
Research and 
Development  

 Conservation of 
Natural Resources  

Head of Department 

Edmonton 

Jim Andrais City of Edmonton 
Environmental 
Policy Program Manager 

Grant Pearsell City of Edmonton 
Urban Planning & 
Environment 

Director, Parks and 
Biodiversity 

Trina Innes University of Office of Chief Sustainability 
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Participant List for the Second Working Meeting of the EU-Canada Exchange 

Alberta Sustainability Officer 

Dave Dodge 
Green Energy 
Futures   Producer 

Jason Unger 
Environmental 
Law Centre   Staff Council 

ICLEI 

Ewa Jackson ICLEI Canada   Manager 

Michael Dean 
ICLEI Canada   

Climate and Energy 
Planner 

Santhosh  Kodukula 
ICLEI World 
Secretariat 

World Cities 
Project 

Project Manager 

Michael  
Woodbridg
e 

ICLEI World 
Secretariat 

Urban Research Researcher 

Kristen  Körsgen 
ICLEI World 
Secretariat 

World Cities 
Project 

Project Administrator 

DG Regio 

Ronald Hall 
European 
Commission 

Directorate-
General for 
Regional and 
Urban Policy 

Principal Advisor 

Maria Homem 
European 
Commission 

Directorate-
General for 
Regional and 
Urban Policy 

Project Manager 

Speakers 
Lucy Price 

ICLEI World 
Secretariat Low Carbon Junior Officer 

Viola Lutz South Pole Group   Consultant 
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Almada’s field visit itinerary  
Version after successful completion of project 

Tuesday, 20 October – Friday, 23 October 2015 

 

Tuesday, 20 October 2015 

Transfer through Bilbao International Airport to Lisbon, Portugal with ICLEI 
contact, Michael Woodbridge. Arriving in Lisbon Tuesday evening.  

Wednesday, 21 October 2015 

10:00 

 

Welcome and introduction  
Municipal Environmental House, Almada 

Presentation: Almada’s Roadmap Towards Sustainability and Eco-
Efficiency  

 Catarina Freitas, Head of Environmental Department, City Council 
of Almada 

11:30 – 
12:00 

Reception with the Mayor of Almada, Dr. Joaquim Judas 

Almada City Hall 

12:30 – 
14:30 

Lunch and walking tour of Old Town 

15:00 – 
17:00 

Presentations 
Municipal Environmental House, Almada 

Almada’s Local Strategy for Climate Change 

Almada’s Less Carbon Climate Fund 

Energy Efficiency in Public Lighting 

 Catarina Freitas 

 Carlos Sousa, Director, City Council of Almada 

 João Cleto, Project Manager, Local Energy Management Agency of 
Almada 

Discussion 

19:00 Dinner at “Amara Ó tejo 
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Thursday, 22 October 2015 

10:00 – 
12:30  

 

Presentations: Almada’s Local Strategy for Sustainable Mobility 

Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan of Almada 

Almada’s Cycling Plan 

 Catarina Freitas, Carlos Sousa, and Pedro Gomes 

12:30 – 
14:00  

Lunch in Almada 

14:00 – 
15:00 

AGENEAL: A Local Energy Forum 

 Catarina Freitas, Carlos Sousa 

15:15 Departure to Vila Nogueira de Azeitão 

16.00 Visit to José Maria da Fonseca Wine Cellars 

20:00 Dinner at Cervejaria Trindade 

Friday, 23 October 2015 

10:00 – 
10:15 

Presentation 
Parque da Paz, Almada 

Parque da Paz: Almada’s Urban Park 

 Cristina Glória 

Green and Blue Infra-structure of Almada 

 Nuno Lopes, Patrícia Silva 

100-year vision for Bowker Creek  

Presentation from Saanich 

 Adriane Pollard 

10:15 – 
11:00  

Discussion and visit to Parque da Paz 

13:00 – 
15:00 

Lunch at the beach, Costa da Caparica 

15:00 – 
17:00 

Examples of territorial resiliency projects and site visit 
Centre for Environmental, Monitoring and Interpretation, Costa da Caparica 
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Speakers: Catarina Freitas, Nuno Lopes, Patrícia Silva 

17:00 
Site visit: Reduna (dune restauration project) 
S. João Beach 

19:00 Optional dinner in Lisbon 

Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Vitoria-Gasteiz is Mike Dean. 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 

Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany  

Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 

Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Canada Office 

Megan Meaney 
Director, ICLEI Canada 

401 Richmond Street W. - Studio 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8 Canada 

Tel: 1-647/728-4308 
Fax: 1-416/642-0954 
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Hannover field visit itinerary  
Tuesday, 20 October – Friday, 23 October 2015 

Version after successful completion of project 

 

Tuesday, 20 October 2015 

Your ICLEI contacts will be traveling with you and your delegations from Vitoria-Gasteiz 
to Hannover International Airport. They will also be escorting you to the Suburban Train 
service to the hotel, in downtown Hannover.  

Wednesday, 21 October 2015 

9:00 

Welcome, New Town Hall, Trammplatz 2, Room Kaminzimmer 

 Elisabeth Czorny, Head of Environmental Department, City of 
Hannover 

9:10 – 12:00 

Presentations  

Adaptation Plan of the City of Hannover 

 Elisabeth Czorny 

Masterplan 100 % Climate Protection – Climate neutral Region Hannover 

 Astrid Hoffmann-Kallen, Head of Climate Protection Unit, City of 
Hannover 

Coffee Break 

Climate Protection Campaigns for the Region –What we do 

 Mira Hohmann, Climate Protection Agency Region Hannover 

City models and Dome lift at New Town Hall 

 Guided by Dr. Reinhard Martinsen, former head of International 
Affairs and city planner, City of Hannover 

12:00 – 
13:00 

Lunch at ‘Gartensaal restaurant’ in the New Town Hall 

13:00 – 
17:30 

Transfer to Kronsberg settlement 

 Stop at possible Hydrodam in Hannover,l short explanation by 
Rainer Kornerding 

Clean Energy in the Frame of Sustainable Planning and Construction 
Hannover Kronsberg 

 Presentation and guided tour by Dr. Reinhard Martinsen 

19:15 
Dinner at Restaurant Reimanns Eck, Lister Meile 26 (pick up by Ute Heda 
from the hotel and 15 minutes’ walk) 
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Thursday, 22 October 2015 

9:00  

 

Pick up at Hotel “Grand Palace” for a guided bicycle tour (depending on 
the weather) or by van 

9:30 – 11:00  
Enercity funds proKlima, Glockseestr. 33 

 Presentation by Anke Unverzagt 

11:00 – 
13:00  

School Biology Center Burg, tour through the garden and visit of wood 
pellet heating 

 Jörg Ledderbogen, City of Hannover 

13:00 
Lunch at Herrenhausen Baroque Gardens and exchange with Kerstin Thies 
(Ricoh) and Hendrik Brosent (Exposive) about the Climate Alliance 
Hannover 2020. Short visit of the garden. 

15:30 – 
17:00 

Zero: e park Hannover, Wettbergen, zero emission settlement 

 Karin Engelke, guide to zero:epark, first Passive House grocery 
store in Germany 

19:00 Dinner: Broyhan Haus, Kramerstr.  

Friday, 23 October 2015 

9:00 – 12:00  

Pick up at the hotel by van  

Visit of the ‘Energy and Environmental Centre” (e.u.z.) in Springe near to 
Hannover 

Presentation of e.u.z. and a site tour of the facilities, buildings, and gardens 

12:00 – 
13:00  

Lunch, transfer back to the hotel 

 

Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Hannover is Kristen and Sunny. 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 

Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany  

Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 

Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 

Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany  

Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 

Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

 



World Cities Project 

EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development 

  

 

21 

Tallinn field visit itinerary  
Wednesday, 21 October – Friday, 23 October 2015 

Version after successful completion of project 

Participants will stay Tuesday evening in Bilbao, Spain near the airport. Flight to Tallinn is 
scheduled for Wednesday 21 October at 6:00. Transfers will be provided. Your ICLEI contact, Ewa, 
will escort you.  

Wednesday, 21 October 2015 

14:00 Arrive in Tallinn, check into the hotel 

17:00 Guided old town tour by Tiina Peil 

18:30 Dinner at Olde Hansa 

Thursday, 22 October 2015 

9:30  

 

Welcome 

Introduction of Tallinn and City Government 

 Toomas Sepp, Head of City Office at Tallinn City Government 

10:00  Free Public transport by Tallinn Transport Department 

10:45 

Presentations 
Concept of Tallinn main street 

  Jaak-Adam Looveer, City Planner, Tallinn City Government 

Urban sprawl by Urban Planning Department 

 Tiina Nigul, Architekt , Tallinn City Government 

12:00 – 
13:15 

Lunch break and walk to the SEI Tallinn Centre 

14:30 

Presentations 

On the road towards Estonian national climate change adaptation strategy 

 Kerli Kirsimaa, olm Environment Institute Tallinn Centre, Project 
Assistant 

Climate change adaptation strategy for infrastructure and energy sector in 
Estonia  

 Valdur Lahtvee, Senior Research Fellow at Stockholm Environment 
Institute 
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Tallinn as potential Green Capital of Europe / Covenant of Mayors  

 Meelis Uustal, Senior Expert of the Sustainability Development, 
Stockholm Environment Institute 

Sustainable Transportation situation in Estonia  

 Evelin-Urbel Piirsalu, Co-leader Rethinking Development, 
Stockholm Environment Institute 

Questions and networking 

18:00 
Walkabout with Telliskivi Community NGO by Juho Kalberg and Kristel 
Klammer 

19:00 Dinner at Klaus, Downton Tallinn 

Friday, 23 October 2015 

9:00 – 9:30  
Introduction of Tallinn University and Institute of Ecology  

 Mihkel Kangur, Senior Researcher/ Director, Tallinn University 

9:30-11:30 

Presentations 

Coastal processes in context of climate change 

 Hannes Tõnisson, Senior Research Fellow, Tallinn University 

Biotope based spatial planning toolkit & Urban sprawl 

11:30 Walk in the Estonian Open Air Museum and Lunch 

13:30 – 
16:00 

Field trip - coastal processes in Kakumäe district; Paljassaare nature 
reserve 

19:00 Walkabout in Telliskivi Creative City and Dinner 

Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Tallinn is Ewa. 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 

Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany  

Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Canada Office 

Megan Meaney 
Director, ICLEI Canada 

401 Richmond Street W. - Studio 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8 Canada 

Tel: 1-647/728-4308 
Fax: 1-416/642-0954 
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Vitoria-Gasteiz field visit itinerary  
Version after successfully completion of project  

Tuesday, 20 October – Friday, 23 October 2015 

Tuesday, 20 October 2015 

10:00 

Welcome to Ataria/Salburua Wetlands Interpretation Centre 

Biodiversity Conservation Strategy of Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Ataria/Salburua Wetlands Interpretation Centre 

Biosphere Walk, 4 

 Luis Andrés Orive, Head of the Study, Analysis and Evaluation of 
Sustainability Unit 

 Luis Lobo, Officer of the Green Belt and Biodiversity Unit 

11:00 
Site visit: Guided tour of our Green Belt, visiting Ataria (The Interpretation 
Center for the Green Belt) and the Salburua Ramsar Wetlands. 

12:30 Lunch at Ataria/Salburua Wetlands 

14:00 – 
16:00 

Site visit: Arkaute Farm School 

Presentation on NEIKER´s research on agricultural and environmental 
sustainability 

 Gerardo Besga, Technology Director, NEIKER-Tecnalia 

Presentation and discussion: RTOs, urban solutions and local sustainability 
innovation: The case of Vitoria-Gasteiz and Tecnalia’s collaboration 

 Efrén Feliu, Climate Change Manager Urban and Territorial 
Sustainability Area, Tecnalia 

16:30 Free time 

Wednesday, 21 October 2015 

9:00 
Welcome to Dehesa House/Olarizu Park  

 Juan Carlos Escuder. Director of Environmental Studies Centre 

9:15 Site Visit: Botanical Garden and Germplasm Bank 

11:00 – 
11:30 

Presentation and discussion: Urban Agriculture and Agrifood Strategy 

 Monica Ibarrondo, Head of Rural Area Service 

 María de Santiago, Officer of the Environmental Studies Centre 



World Cities Project 

EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development 

  

 

24 

11:30 – 
13:00 

Site Visit: Olarizu orchards 

13:00 Lunch and transfer by car to Cardelegi Landfill 

14:30 

Site visit: Landscape restoration / Technosoils and transfer to Municipal 
Offices 

C&D Recycling Plant Gardelegi Landfill 

 Juan Vilela, Head of Forest Areas 

16:00 
Site visit: Sustainable Mobility and Public Space strategy in Vitoria-Gasteiz 

 Juan Carlos Escudero, Director of Environmental Studies Centre 

20:30 Pintxo´s Dinner, Plaza de Abastos, Central Market 

Thursday, 22 October 2015 

9:30  

 

Presentation:  Plan against Climate Change 2010-2020 of Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Municipal Offices, Pintor Teodoro Dublang St, 25 

 Iñaki Arriba, Head of the Energy Agency 

 Andrés Alonso, Head of the Environment Planning and Management 

10:00  Site visit: New Municipal Office Building 

12:00 

Site visit: Europa Congress and Exhibition Hall energy and environmental 
retrofit. 

Europa Congress Hall, Gasteiz Avenue, 81 

 Iñigo Bilbao, Architect 

 Alfredo Bengoa, Head of the Projects and Planning Service 

13:15 Lunch and transfer to Ibaiondo Civic Centre by tram 

14:30 

Site visit: Ibaiondo Civic Centre 

Ibaiondo Civic Centre, Gasteiz Avenue, 85 

 Iñaki Arriba  

 Esther Montoya, El Pilar and Iparralde Civic Centres Coordinator 

16:00 
Site visit: Walking through Lakua Neighbourhood Green Infrastructure 
and Gasteiz Avenue retrofit 
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20:00 
Dinner, Portalón Restaurant 
Correría St, 147 

Friday, 23 October 2015 

9:00 – 9:30  

R&D Basque Plan 

CIC – Energigune, Alava Technology Park 

Site visit: Electric power and thermal energy storage Research Centre 

11:00 Transfer to airport, free time 

Further information: Please check with the Participant Information. Please note that 
your ICLEI contact for your time in Vitoria-Gasteiz is Mike Dean. 

ICLEI World Secretariat 
World Cities Project Team 
Santhosh (Sunny) Kodukula 

Project Manager 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7 
53113 Bonn Germany  

Tel. +49-(0)228 / 976 299-00 
Fax +49-(0)228 / 976 299-01 

Email: eu-cities@iclei.org 

ICLEI Canada Office 

Megan Meaney 
Director, ICLEI Canada 

401 Richmond Street W. - Studio 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8 Canada 

Tel: 1-647/728-4308 
Fax: 1-416/642-0954 
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